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I

(Acts whose publication is obligatory)

COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 2601/98

of 3 December 1998

establishing the standard import values for determining the entry price of certain
fruit and vegetables

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,
Having regard to Commission Regulation (EC) No 3223/
94 of 21 December 1994 on detailed rules for the applica-
tion of the import arrangements for fruit and veget-
ables (1), as last amended by Regulation (EC) No 1498/
98 (2), and in particular Article 4 (1) thereof,
Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No 3813/92
of 28 December 1992 on the unit of account and the
conversion rates to be applied for the purposes of the
common agricultural policy (3), as last amended by Regu-
lation (EC) No 150/95 (4), and in particular Article 3 (3)
thereof,
Whereas Regulation (EC) No 3223/94 lays down,
pursuant to the outcome of the Uruguay Round multilat-
eral trade negotiations, the criteria whereby the Commis-
sion fixes the standard values for imports from third

countries, in respect of the products and periods stipu-
lated in the Annex thereto;

Whereas, in compliance with the above criteria, the stand-
ard import values must be fixed at the levels set out in the
Annex to this Regulation,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

The standard import values referred to in Article 4 of
Regulation (EC) No 3223/94 shall be fixed as indicated in
the Annex hereto.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on 4 December
1998.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member
States.

Done at Brussels, 3 December 1998.

For the Commission
Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission

(1) OJ L 337, 24. 12. 1994, p. 66.
(2) OJ L 198, 15. 7. 1998, p. 4.
(3) OJ L 387, 31. 12. 1992, p. 1.
(4) OJ L 22, 31. 1. 1995, p. 1.
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ANNEX

to the Commission Regulation of 3 December 1998 establishing the standard import values
for determining the entry price of certain fruit and vegetables

(ECU/100 kg)

CN code Third country
code (1)

Standard import
value

0702 00 00 052 71,4
204 61,0
999 66,2

0709 90 70 052 91,3
204 87,4
999 89,4

0805 10 10, 0805 10 30, 0805 10 50 052 51,1
204 43,1
388 29,8
999 41,3

0805 20 10 204 63,3
999 63,3

0805 20 30, 0805 20 50, 0805 20 70,
0805 20 90 052 62,0

464 232,7
999 147,3

0805 30 10 052 59,8
388 47,7
524 37,2
528 40,0
600 83,9
999 53,7

0808 10 20, 0808 10 50, 0808 10 90 052 94,1
060 15,5
064 37,2
400 82,3
404 52,9
999 56,4

0808 20 50 052 85,4
064 62,4
400 92,2
720 47,4
999 71,9

(1) Country nomenclature as fixed by Commission Regulation (EC) No 2317/97 (OJ L 321, 22. 11. 1997, p. 19). Code
‘999' stands for ‘of other origin'.
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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 2602/98

of 2 December 1998

concerning the stopping of fishing for plaice by vessels flying the flag of Ireland

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No 2847/93
of 12 October 1993 establishing a control system applic-
able to the common fisheries policy (1), as last amended
by Regulation (EC) No 2635/97 (2), and in particular
Article 21(3) thereof,

Whereas Council Regulation (EC) No 45/98 of 19
December 1997 fixing, for certain fish stocks and groups
of fish stocks, the total allowable catches for 1998 and
certain conditions under which they may be fished (3), as
last amended by Regulation (EC) No 2386/98 (4), provides
for plaice quotas for 1998;

Whereas, in order to ensure compliance with the provi-
sions relating to the quantitative limitations on catches of
stocks subject to quotas, it is necessary for the Commis-
sion to fix the date by which catches made by vessels
flying the flag of a Member State are deemed to have
exhausted the quota allocated;

Whereas, according to the information communicated to
the Commission, catches of plaice in the waters of ICES
division VII f, g by vessels flying the flag of Ireland or
registered in Ireland have reached the quota allocated for

1998; whereas Ireland has prohibited fishing for this stock
as from 1 November 1998; whereas it is therefore neces-
sary to abide by that date,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

Catches of plaice in the waters of ICES division VII f, g
by vessels flying the flag of Ireland or registered in
Ireland are deemed to have exhausted the quota allocated
to Ireland for 1998.

Fishing for plaice in the waters of ICES division VII f, g
by vessels flying the flag of Ireland or registered in
Ireland is prohibited, as well as the retention on board,
the transhipment and the landing of such stock captured
by the abovementioned vessels after the date of applica-
tion of this Regulation.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on the day
following its publication in the Official Journal of the
European Communities.

It shall apply with effect from 1 November 1998.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member
States.

Done at Brussels, 2 December 1998.

For the Commission
Emma BONINO

Member of the Commission

(1) OJ L 261, 20. 10. 1993, p. 1.
(2) OJ L 356, 31. 12. 1997, p. 14.
(3) OJ L 12, 19. 1. 1998, p. 1.
(4) OJ L 297, 6. 11. 1998, p. 2.
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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 2603/98

of 2 December 1998

concerning the stopping of fishing for common sole by vessels flying the flag of
Ireland

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No 2847/93
of 12 October 1993 establishing a control system applic-
able to the common fisheries policy (1), as last amended
by Regulation (EC) No 2635/97 (2), and in particular
Article 21(3) thereof,

Whereas Council Regulation (EC) No 45/98 of 19
December 1997 fixing, for certain fish stocks and groups
of fish stocks, the total allowable catches for 1998 and
certain conditions under which they may be fished (3), as
last amended by Regulation (EC) No 2386/98 (4), provides
for common sole quotas for 1998;

Whereas, in order to ensure compliance with the provi-
sions relating to the quantitative limitations on catches of
stocks subject to quotas, it is necessary for the Commis-
sion to fix the date by which catches made by vessels
flying the flag of a Member State are deemed to have
exhausted the quota allocated;

Whereas, according to the information communicated to
the Commission, catches of common sole in the waters of
ICES division VII f, g by vessels flying the flag of Ireland
or registered in Ireland have reached the quota allocated

for 1998; whereas Ireland has prohibited fishing for this
stock as from 30 October 1998; whereas it is therefore
necessary to abide by that date,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

Catches of common sole in the waters of ICES division
VII f, g by vessels flying the flag of Ireland or registered
in Ireland are deemed to have exhausted the quota al-
located to Ireland for 1998.

Fishing for common sole in the waters of ICES division
VII f, g by vessels flying the flag of Ireland or registered
in Ireland is prohibited, as well as the retention on board,
the transhipment and the landing of such stock captured
by the abovementioned vessels after the date of applica-
tion of this Regulation.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on the day
following its publication in the Official Journal of the
European Communities.

It shall apply with effect from 30 October 1998.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member
States.

Done at Brussels, 2 December 1998.

For the Commission
Emma BONINO

Member of the Commission

(1) OJ L 261, 20. 10. 1993, p. 1.
(2) OJ L 356, 31. 12. 1997, p. 14.
(3) OJ L 12, 19. 1. 1998, p. 1.
(4) OJ L 297, 6. 11. 1998, p. 2.
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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 2604/98

of 3 December 1998

amending Regulation (EEC) No 3886/92 laying down detailed rules for the
application of the premium schemes provided for in Council Regulation (EEC)
No 805/68 on the common organisation of the market in beef and veal and

repealing Regulations (EEC) No 1244/82 and (EEC) No 714/89

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No 805/68 of
27 June 1968 on the common organisation of the market
in beef and veal (1), as last amended by Regulation (EC)
No 1633/98 (2), and in particular Article 4i(5) thereof,

Whereas Article 49(4) of Commission Regulation (EEC)
No 3886/92 of 23 December 1992 laying down detailed
rules for the application of the premium schemes
provided for in Council Regulation (EEC) No 805/68 on
the common organisation of the market in beef and veal
and repealing Regulations (EEC) No 1244/82 and (EEC)
No 714/89 (3), as last amended by Regulation (EC) No
2207/98 (4), sets the level of the calf processing premium;
whereas in accordance with the third indent of Article
4i(5) of Regulation (EEC) No 805/68, the premium is to
be set at a single level or, where necessary, at differential
levels such as to enable the withdrawal from the market
of a sufficient number of calves in line with market
requirements; whereas in the United Kingdom, given the
special position of the market there compared with the
rest of the Community, the number of young calves
coming onto the market is significantly higher than
domestic demand; whereas even before the BSE crisis the
United Kingdom market situation meant that calves were
commanding lower prices than in the rest of the Com-

munity; whereas the processing premium in the United
Kingdom should therefore be set at a level lower than for
the rest of the Community;

Whereas this Regulation should be introduced imme-
diately to increase the effectiveness of the measure;

Whereas the measures provided for in this Regulation are
in accordance with the opinion of the Management
Committee for Beef and Veal,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

In Article 49(4) of Regulation (EEC) No 3886/92, the
following subparagraph is added:

‘However, the level in the United Kingdom shall be
ECU 80.'

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on the day of its
publication in the Official Journal of the European
Communities.

It shall apply to animals presented for processing from
the first Monday after the day of its publication in the
Official Journal of the European Communities.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member
States.

Done at Brussels, 3 December 1998.

For the Commission
Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission

(1) OJ L 148, 28. 6. 1968, p. 24.
(2) OJ L 210, 28. 7. 1998, p. 17.
(3) OJ L 391, 31. 12. 1992, p. 20.
(4) OJ L 278, 15. 10. 1998, p. 18.
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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 2605/98

of 3 December 1998

amending Regulation (EC) No 1768/95 implementing rules on the agricultural
exemption provided for in Article 14(3) of Council Regulation (EC) No 2100/94 on

Community Plant Variety Rights

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EC) No 2100/94 of
27 July 1994 on Community plant variety rights (1) (the
Basic Regulation), as amended by Regulation (EC) No
2506/95 (2), and in particular Article 14(3) thereof,

Whereas Article 14 of the Basic Regulation provides for a
derogation from Community plant variety rights for the
purposes of safeguarding agricultural production (agricul-
tural exemption);

Whereas Commission Regulation (EC) No 1768/95 (3) has
established conditions to give effect to this derogation and
to safeguard the legitimate interests of the breeder and of
the farmer;

Whereas it was not possible at that time to specify the
level of the equitable remuneration to be paid for the use
made of the aforesaid derogation;

Whereas, however, it was stipulated in that Regulation
that the initial level as well as the system for subsequent
adaptations should be specified as soon as possible;

Whereas in the meanwhile agreements between breeders’
and farmers’ organisations have been concluded in several
Member States, which concern, inter alia, the level of the
remuneration;

Whereas it is appropriate to ensure that the agreements
are made operational as Community guidelines in respect
of the level of remuneration, for the respective areas and
the respective species;

Whereas, in areas or for species, to which such agree-
ments do not apply, the remuneration to be paid shall in
principle be 50 % of the amounts charged for the
licensed production of propagating material, modulated
by an appropriate sliding scale, where such scale has been
established in respect of the respective national plant
variety rights;

Whereas those levels shall be reviewed by 1 January 2003
at the latest;

Whereas it is appropriate to provide for a reasonable
incentive for a speedy conclusion of further agreements
between breeders’ and farmers’ organisations for areas or
species not yet covered, where they are already under
preparation; whereas a level which is inferior to the one
specified above and only applicable for a limited period of
time may encourage certain organisations to reach final-
isation of such agreements as soon as possible;

Whereas the Administrative Council of the Community
Plant Variety Office has been consulted;

Whereas the measures provided for in this Regulation are
in accordance with the opinion of the Standing
Committee on Plant Variety Rights,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

The following paragraphs 4, 5, 6 and 7 are added to
Article 5 of Regulation (EC) No 1768/95:

‘4. Where in the case of paragraph 2 the level of
remuneration is the subject of agreements between
organisations of holders and of farmers, with or
without participation of organisations of processors,
which are established in the Community at
Community, national or regional level respectively,
the agreed levels shall be used as guidelines for the
determination of the remuneration to be paid in the
area and for the species concerned, if these levels and
the conditions thereof have been notified to the
Commission in writing by authorised representatives
of the relevant organisations and if on that basis the
agreed levels and conditions thereof have been
published in the “Official Gazette” issued by the
Community Plant Variety Office.

5. Where in the case of paragraph 2 an agreement
as referred to in paragraph 4 does not apply, the
remuneration to be paid shall be 50 % of the amounts
charged for the licensed production of propagating
material as specified in paragraph 2.

However, if a Member State has notified the Commis-
sion before 1 January 1999 of the imminent conclu-
sion of an agreement as referred to in paragraph 4
between the relevant organisations established at

(1) OJ L 227, 1. 9. 1994, p. 1.
(2) OJ L 258, 28. 10. 1995, p. 3.
(3) OJ L 173, 25. 7. 1995, p. 14.
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national or regional level, the remuneration to be paid
in the area and for the species concerned shall be
40 % instead of 50 % as specified above, but only in
respect of the use of the agricultural exemption made
prior to the implementation of such agreement and
not later than 1 April 1999.

6. Where in the case of paragraph 5 the farmer has
made use, in the relevant period, of the agricultural
exemption at a ratio of more than 55 % of the total
material of the relevant variety used for his produc-
tion, the level of the remuneration to be paid in the
area and for the species concerned shall be the one
which would apply in respect of such a variety if it
was protected in the relevant Member State under its
national system of plant variety rights, if a national
system exists which has established such level, and
provided that that level is more than 50 % of the

amounts charged for the licensed production of prop-
agating material as specified in paragraph 2. In the
absence of such level under the national scheme, the
provisions of paragraph 5 shall apply irrespective of
the ratio of use.

7. By 1 January 2003 at the latest, the provisions of
paragraph 5, first subparagraph, and of paragraph 6
shall be reviewed in the light of experiences gained
under this Regulation and of developments of the
ratio referred to in paragraph 3, with a view to their
possible adaptation, by 1 July 2003, as may be neces-
sary to establish or to stabilise the reasonably balanced
ratio, stipulated in the aforesaid paragraph, in the
whole or part of the Community.'

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on the 20th day
following its publication in the Official Journal of the
European Communities.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member
States.

Done at Brussels, 3 December 1998.

For the Commission
Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission
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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 2606/98

of 3 December 1998

on periodical sales by tender of beef held by certain intervention agencies for
export

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No 805/68 of
27 June 1968 on the common organisation of the market
in beef and veal (1), as last amended by Regulation (EC)
No 1633/98 (2), and in particular Article 7(3) thereof,

Whereas the application of intervention measures in
respect of beef has resulted in a build-up of stocks in
several Member States; whereas outlets for those products
exist in certain third countries; whereas, in order to
prevent storage being prolonged excessively, part of those
stocks should be put up for sale by periodical tender for
export to those countries; whereas, in order to ensure that
the products sold are of a uniform quality, the meat put
up for sale should have been bought in pursuant to
Article 6 of Regulation (EEC) No 805/68;

Whereas the sale should be conducted in accordance with
Commission Regulation (EEC) No 2173/79 of 4 October
1979 on detailed rules of application for the disposal of
beef bought in by intervention agencies (3), as last
amended by Regulation (EC) No 2417/95 (4), and in
particular Titles II and III thereof, and Commission
Regulation (EEC) No 3002/92 of 16 October 1992 laying
down common detailed rules for verifying the use and/or
destination of products from intervention (5), as last
amended by Regulation (EC) No 770/96 (6), subject to
certain special exceptions on account of the particular use
to which the products in question are to be put;

Whereas, in order to ensure that the sales by tender are
conducted properly and uniformly, measures in addition
to those provided for in Article 8(1) of Regulation (EEC)
No 2173/79 should be adopted;

Whereas provision should be made for derogations from
Article 8(2)(b) of Regulation (EEC) No 2173/79 in view of
the administrative difficulties which the application of
that point is creating in the Member States concerned;
whereas, with a view to better stock management, in
particular as regards veterinary matters the Member States

should be able to stipulate only certain cold stores or parts
thereof for deliveries of the meat sold;

Whereas, for practical reasons, export refunds will not be
granted on beef sold under this Regulation; whereas,
however, successful tenderers will be required to apply for
export licences for the quantity awarded, in accordance
with Commission Regulation (EC) No 1445/95 of 26
June 1995 on rules of application for import and export
licences in the beef and veal sector (7), as last amended by
Regulation (EC) No 2365/98 (8);

Whereas, for administrative reasons, a minimum quantity
should be set for tenders, taking into consideration
normal commercial practice; whereas provision should be
made for derogations from Article 18(1) of Regulation
(EEC) No 2173/79 and Article 8(2) of Regulation (EC) No
1445/95 to take account of capacity to release the meat
concerned from stock;

Whereas, in order to ensure that the beef sold is exported
to the eligible third countries, provision should be made
for a security to be lodged before the goods are taken over
and the primary requirements should be determined;

Whereas products from intervention stocks may in certain
cases have undergone several handling operations;
whereas, to help ensure satisfactory presentation and
marketing, the repackaging of the products should be
authorised in certain circumstances;

Whereas the measures provided for in this Regulation are
in accordance with the opinion of the Management
Committee for Beef and Veal,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

1. The following approximate quantities of intervention
products bought in pursuant to Article 6 of Regulation
(EEC) No 805/68 shall be put up for sale:

— 20 000 tonnes of bone-in beef held by the German
intervention agency, to be sold as ‘compensated' quar-
ters,

(1) OJ L 148, 28. 6. 1968, p. 24.
(2) OJ L 210, 28. 7. 1998, p. 17.
(3) OJ L 251, 5. 10. 1979, p. 12.
(4) OJ L 248, 14. 10. 1995, p. 39.
(5) OJ L 301, 17. 10. 1992, p. 17. (7) OJ L 143, 27. 6. 1995, p. 35.
(6) OJ L 104, 27. 4. 1996, p. 13. (8) OJ L 293, 31. 10. 1998, p. 49.
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— 20 000 tonnes of bone-in beef held by the French
intervention agency, to be sold as ‘compensated' quar-
ters,

— 5 000 tonnes of bone-in beef held by the Spanish
intervention agency, to be sold as ‘compensated' quar-
ters,

— 5 000 tonnes of bone-in beef held by the Italian inter-
vention agency, to be sold as ‘compensated' quarters.

‘Compensated' quarters shall comprise an equal number
of forequarters and hindquarters.

2. The beef shall be exported to the zone 08 destina-
tions listed in Annex II to Commission Regulation (EC)
No 1560/98 (1).

3. Subject to the provisions of this Regulation, the sale
shall be conducted in accordance with Regulation (EEC)
No 2173/79, and in particular Titles II and III thereof,
and Regulation (EEC) No 3002/92.

Article 2

1. Tenders shall be submitted for the following dates:

(a) 7 December 1998,

(b) 11 January 1999,

(c) 25 January 1999, and

(d) 8 February 1999,

until the quantities put up for sale are used up.

2. Notwithstanding Articles 6 and 7 of Regulation
(EEC) No 2173/79, this Regulation shall serve as a general
notice of invitation to tender.

The intervention agencies concerned shall draw up
notices of invitation to tender for each sale, setting out in
particular:

— the quantities of beef put up for sale, and

— the deadline and place for the submission of tenders.

3. Particulars of the quantities and the places where the
products are stored may be obtained by the parties
concerned at the addresses set out in the Annex. The
intervention agencies shall, in addition, display the
notices referred to in paragraph 2 at their head offices and
may also publish them in other ways.

4. The intervention agencies concerned shall sell first
meat which has been in storage for the longest time.
However, with a view to better stock management and
after notifying the Commission, the Member States may
designate only certain cold stores or parts thereof for
deliveries of meat sold under this Regulation.

5. Only tenders reaching the intervention agencies
concerned by 12 noon on the relevant closing date for
each sale by tender shall be considered.

6. Tenders shall be valid only if they relate to a
minimum of 5 000 tonnes.

7. Tenders shall cover an equal number of forequarters
and hindquarters and shall quote a single price per tonne
for the whole quantity of bone-in beef for which they are
submitted.

8. Notwithstanding Article 8(1) of Regulation (EEC) No
2173/79, tenders must be submitted to the intervention
agency concerned in sealed envelopes bearing a reference
to this Regulation and the relevant date. The sealed envel-
opes must not be opened by the intervention agency
before the deadline for submission as referred to in para-
graph 5 has expired.

9. Notwithstanding Article 8(2)(b) of Regulation (EEC)
No 2173/79, tenders shall not specify the store or stores
where the products are held.

10. Notwithstanding Article 15(1) of Regulation (EEC)
No 2173/79, the security shall be ECU 12 per 100 kilo-
grams.

The submission of an application for an export licence as
referred to in Article 4(2) shall constitute a primary
requirement in addition to the requirements laid down in
Article 15(3) of Regulation (EEC) No 2173/79.

Article 3

1. Not later than the second day following the closing
date for the submission of tenders, the Member States
shall send the Commission details of tenders received.

2. Following scrutiny of the tenders, a minimum
selling price shall be set or no award shall be made.

Article 4

1. The intervention agency shall send each tenderer the
information referred to in Article 11 of Regulation (EEC)
No 2173/79 by fax.

2. Within five working days of the date on which the
information as referred to in paragraph 1 is forwarded, the
successful tenderers shall apply for one or more export
licences as referred to in the first indent of Article 8(2) of
Regulation (EC) No 1445/95 in respect of the quantity
awarded. Applications shall be accompanied by the fax as
referred to in paragraph 1 and shall contain in box 7 the
name of one of the zone 08 countries referred to in
Article 1(2). In addition, one of the following shall be
entered in box 20 of applications:(1) OJ L 202, 18. 7. 1998, p. 58.
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— Productos de intervención sin restitución [Reglamento
(CE) no 2606/98]

— Interventionsvarer uden restitution [Forordning (EF)
nr. 2606/98]

— Interventionserzeugnisse ohne Erstattung [Verordnung
(EG) Nr. 2606/98]

— Προϊ�ντα παρ�µβασηr χωρ�r επιστροφ� [κανονισµ�r
(ΕΚ) αριθ. 2606/98]

— Intervention products without refund [Regulation (EC)
No 2606/98]

— Produits d’intervention sans restitution [règlement
(CE) no 2606/98]

— Prodotti d’intervento senza restituzione [Regolamento
(CE) n. 2606/98]

— Producten uit interventievoorraden zonder restitutie
[Verordening (EG) nr. 2606/98]

— Produtos de intervenção sem restituição [Regulamento
(CE) në 2606/98]

— Interventiotuotteita – ei vientitukea [Asetus (EY) N:o
2606/98]

— Interventionsprodukt utan exportbidrag [Förordning
(EG) nr 2606/98].

Article 5

1. Notwithstanding Article 18(1) of Regulation (EEC)
No 2173/79, the delivery period shall run for three
months from the date of the notification as referred to in
Article 4(1) of this Regulation.

2. Notwithstanding the first indent of Article 8(2) of
Regulation (EC) No 1445/95, export licences applied for
in accordance with Article 4(2) of this Regulation shall be
valid for 90 days.

Article 6

1. A security shall be lodged by the buyer before the
goods are taken over to ensure they are exported to the
third countries referred to in Article 1(2). Import into one
of those countries shall constitute a primary requirement
within the meaning of Article 20 of Commission Regula-
tion (EEC) No 2220/85 (1).

2. The security provided for in paragraph 1 shall be
equal to the difference between the price tendered per
tonne and ECU 2 700.

Article 7

The competent authorities may permit intervention prod-
ucts with torn or soiled packaging to be put up in new
packaging of the same type, under their supervision and
before being presented for dispatch at the customs office
of departure.

Article 8

No export refund shall be granted on meat sold under
this Regulation.

Removal orders as referred to in Article 3(1)(b) of Regula-
tion (EEC) No 3002/92, export declarations and, where
appropriate, T5 control copies shall contain one of the
following entries:

— Productos de intervención sin restitución [Reglamento
(CE) no 2606/98]

— Interventionsvarer uden restitution [Forordning (EF)
nr. 2606/98]

— Interventionserzeugnisse ohne Erstattung [Verordnung
(EG) Nr. 2606/98]

— Προϊ�ντα παρ�µβασηr χωρ�r επιστροφ� [κανονισµ�r
(ΕΚ) αριθ. 2606/98]

— Intervention products without refund (Regulation (EC)
No 2606/98)

— Produits d’intervention sans restitution [règlement
(CE) no 2606/98]

— Prodotti d’intervento senza restituzione [Regolamento
(CE) n. 2606/98]

— Producten uit interventievoorraden zonder restitutie
[Verordening (EG) nr. 2606/98]

— Produtos de intervenção sem restituição [Regulamento
(CE) në 2606/98]

— Interventiotuotteita – ei vientitukea [Asetus (EY) N:o
2606/98]

— Interventionsprodukt utan exportbidrag [Förordning
(EG) nr 2606/98].

Article 9

This Regulation shall enter into force on the day
following its publication in the Official Journal of the
European Communities.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member
States.

Done at Brussels, 3 December 1998.

For the Commission
Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission

(1) OJ L 205, 3. 8. 1985, p. 5.
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ANEXO — BILAG — ANHANG — ΠAPAPTHMA — ANNEX — ANNEXE —
ALLEGATO — BIJLAGE — ANEXO — LIITE — BILAGA

Direcciones de los organismos de intervención — Interventionsorganernes adresser —
Anschriften der Interventionsstellen — ∆ιευθ�νσειr των οργανισµ�ν παρεµβ�σεωr — Addresses
of the intervention agencies — Adresses des organismes d’intervention — Indirizzi degli
organismi d’intervento — Adressen van de interventiebureaus — Endereços dos organismos

de intervenção — Interventioelinten osoitteet — Interventionsorganens adresser

BUNDESREPUBLIK DEUTSCHLAND

Bundesanstalt für Landwirtschaft und Ernährung (BLE)
Postfach 180203, D-60083 Frankfurt am Main
Adickesallee 40
D-60322 Frankfurt am Main
Tel.: (49) 69 1564-704/772; Telex: 411727; Telefax: (49) 69 15 64-790/791

ESPAÑA

FEGA (Fondo Español de Garantía Agraria)
Beneficencia, 8
E-28005 Madrid
Tel.: (34) 913 47 65 00, 913 47 63 10; télex: FEGA 23427 E, FEGA 41818 E; fax: (34) 915 21 98 32,
522 43 87

FRANCE

Ofival
80, avenue des Terroirs-de-France
F-75607 Paris Cedex 12
Téléphone: (33 1) 44 68 50 00; télex: 215330; télécopieur: (33 1) 44 68 52 33

ITALIA

AIMA (Azienda di Stato per gli interventi nel mercato agricolo)
Via Palestro 81
I-00185 Roma
Tel. 49 49 91; telex: 61 30 03; telefax 445 39 40/445 19 58
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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 2607/98

of 3 December 1998

on the sale by tender of beef held by certain intervention agencies and intended
for the production of minced meat

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No 805/68 of
27 June 1968 on the common organisation of the market
in beef and veal (1), as last amended by Regulation (EC)
No 1633/98 (2), and in particular Article 7(3) thereof,

Whereas the application of intervention measures in
respect of beef has created stocks in several Member
States; whereas, in order to prevent an excessive prolonga-
tion of storage, part of these stocks should be sold by
tender for the production of minced meat in the
Community;

Whereas to ensure efficient management of the markets,
sales of intervention stocks should be extended to produ-
cers of minced meat approved in accordance with Article
8 of Council Directive 94/65/EC of 14 December 1994
laying down the requirements for the production and
placing on the market of minced meat and meat prepara-
tions (3);

Whereas the sale should be made subject to the rules laid
down by Commission Regulation (EEC) No 2173/79 (4),
as last amended by Regulation (EC) No 2417/95 (5), in
particular Titles II and III thereof, subject to certain
special exceptions on account of the particular use to
which the products in question are to be put;

Whereas, with a view to ensuring a regular and uniform
tendering procedure, measures should be taken in addi-
tion to those laid down in Article 8(1) of Regulation (EEC)
No 2173/79;

Whereas provision should be made for derogations from
Article 8(2)(b) of Regulation (EEC) No 2173/79, in view of
the administrative difficulties which application of this
point creates in the Member States concerned;

Whereas the measures provided for in this Regulation are
in accordance with the opinion of the Management
Committee for Beef and Veal,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

1. The sale shall take place, of products bought into
intervention pursuant to Article 6 of Regulation (EEC) No
805/68 in September and October 1997, of:

— approximately 800 tonnes of boneless beef held by
the Irish intervention agency,

— approximately 1 000 tonnes of boneless beef held by
the United Kingdom intervention agency.

Detailed information concerning quantities is given in
Annex I.

2. Subject to the provisions of this Regulation the prod-
ucts referred to in paragraph 1 shall be sold in accordance
with Regulation (EEC) No 2173/79, in particular Titles II
and III thereof.

Article 2

1. Notwithstanding Articles 6 and 7 of Regulation
(EEC) No 2173/79, the provisions of and Annexes to this
Regulation shall serve as a general notice of invitation to
tender.

The intervention agencies concerned shall draw up a
notice of invitation to tender which shall include the
following:

(a) the quantities of beef offered for sale;

and

(b) the deadline and place for submitting tenders.

2. Interested parties may obtain the details of the
quantities available and the places where the products are
stored from the addresses listed in Annex II to this Regu-
lation. The intervention agencies shall, in addition,
display the notice referred to in paragraph 1 at their head
offices and may publish it in other ways.

3. For each product mentioned in Annex I the inter-
vention agencies concerned shall sell first the meat which
has been stored the longest.

(1) OJ L 148, 28. 6. 1968, p. 24.
(2) OJ L 210, 28. 7. 1998, p. 17.
(3) OJ L 368, 31. 12. 1994, p. 10.
(4) OJ L 251, 5. 10. 1979, p. 12.
(5) OJ L 248, 14. 10. 1995, p. 39.
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4. Only tenders which reach the intervention agencies
concerned by 12 noon on 7 December 1998 shall be
considered.

5. Notwithstanding Article 8(1) of Regulation (EEC) No
2173/79, a tender shall be submitted to the intervention
agency concerned in a closed envelope, bearing the refer-
ence to the Regulation concerned. The closed envelope
shall not be opened by the intervention agency before the
expiry of the tender deadline referred to in paragraph 4.

6. Notwithstanding Article 8(2)(b) of Regulation (EEC)
No 2173/79, tenders shall not indicate in which cold
store or stores the products are held.

Article 3

1. Member States shall provide the Commission with
information concerning the tenders received not later
than the working day following the deadline set for the
submission of tenders.

2. After the tenders received have been examined a
minimum selling price shall be set for each product or
the sale will not proceed.

Article 4

1. A tender shall be valid only if presented by or on
behalf of an establishment approved in accordance with
Article 8(1) of Directive 94/65/EC as a producer of
minced meat or minced meat preparations. Member
States shall consult with each other where necessary for
the application of this paragraph.

2. Tenders shall be accompanied by:

— a written undertaking by the tenderer to use all the
meat concerned for the production of minced meat as
defined by Article 2(2)(a) and (b) of Directive 94/
65/EC within three months of the date of conclusion
of the contract of sale with the intervention agency,

— details of the exact location of the establishment or
establishments of the tenderer in which the minced
meat is to be produced.

3. The tenderers referred to in paragraph 1 may instruct
an agent in writing to take delivery, on their behalf, of the
products which they purchase. In this case the agent shall
submit the bids of the tenderers whom he represents with
the written instruction referred to above.

4. The purchasers and agents referred to in the
preceding paragraphs shall maintain and keep up to date
an accounting system which permits the destination and
use of the products to be ascertained with a view in
particular to ensuring that the quantities of products
purchased and the quantities of minced meat produced
correspond. For the purposes of administrative supervi-
sion, where appropriate the intervention agency holding
the products concerned shall send the competent

authority of the Member State in which the minced meat
is to be produced a certified copy of the sales contract.

Article 5

1. The mincing of meat purchased under this Regula-
tion shall be carried out within three months of the date
of conclusion of the contract of sale.

2. Documentation to prove compliance with the
requirement referred to in paragraph 1 shall be provided
to the competent authority of the Member State in which
the minced meat is produced within five months of the
date of conclusion of the contract of sale.

Article 6

Member States shall set up a system of physical and
documentary supervision to ensure that all meat is
minced in accordance with Article 5(1).

To this end, processors shall at any time be able to
demonstrate the identity and use of the meat through
appropriate production records.

Article 7

1. The security provided for in Article 15(1) of Regula-
tion (EEC) No 2173/79 shall be ECU 12 per 100 kilo-
grams.

2. A security intended to cover the mincing of the
products shall be lodged with the competent authority of
the Member State in which the mincing is to take place,
prior to taking over the meat.

The amount shall be the difference in ecus between the
tender price per tonne and ECU 2 700.

The mincing of all meat purchased shall constitute a
primary requirement within the meaning of Article 20 of
Commission Regulation (EEC) No 2220/85 (1).

Article 8

This Regulation shall enter into force on the day
following its publication in the Official Journal of the
European Communities.

(1) OJ L 205, 3. 8. 1985, p. 5.
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This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member
States.

Done at Brussels, 3 December 1998.

For the Commission
Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission
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ANEXO I — BILAG I — ANHANG I — ΠΑΡΑΡΤΗΜΑ Ι — ANNEX I — ANNEXE I —
ALLEGATO I — BöLAGE I — ANEXO I — LIITE I — BILAGA I

Estado miembro

Medlemsstat

Mitgliedstaat

Κρ�τοr µ�λοr

Member State

État membre

Stato membro

Lidstaat

Estado-membro

Jäsenvaltio

Medlemsstat

Productos (1)

Produkter (1)

Erzeugnisse (1)

Προϊ�ντα (1)

Products (1)

Produits (1)

Prodotti (1)

Producten (1)

Produtos (1)

Tuotteet (1)

Produkter (1)

Cantidad aproximada
(toneladas)

Tilnærmet mængde
(tons)

Ungefähre Mengen
(Tonnen)

Κατ� προσ�γγιση ποσ�τητα
(τ�νοι)

Approximate quantity
(tonnes)

Quantité approximative
(tonnes)

Quantità approssimativa
(tonnellate)

Hoeveelheid bij benadering
(ton)

Quantidade aproximada
(toneladas)

Arvioitu määrä
(tonneina)

Ungefärlig kvantitet
(ton)

Carne deshuesada — Udbenet kød — Fleisch ohne Knochen — Κρ�ατα χωρ�r κ�καλα — Boneless
beef — Viande désossée — Carni senza osso — Vlees zonder been — Carne desossada — Luuton
naudanliha — Benfritt kött

IRELAND — Intervention flank (INT 18) 400

— Intervention forequarter (INT 24) 400

UNITED KINGDOM — Intervention flank (INT 18) 500

— Intervention forequarter (INT 24) 500

(1) Véanse los anexos V y VII del Reglamento (CEE) no 2456/93 de la Comisión (DO L 225 de 4. 9. 1993, p. 4), cuya última
modificación la constituye el Reglamento (CE) no 2602/97 (DO L 351 de 23. 12. 1997, p. 20).

(1) Se bilag V og VII til Kommissionens forordning (EØF) nr. 2456/93 (EFT L 225 af 4. 9. 1993, s. 4), senest ændret ved
forordning (EF) nr. 2602/97 (EFT L 351 af 23. 12. 1997, s. 20).

(1) Vgl. Anhänge V und VII der Verordnung (EWG) Nr. 2456/93 der Kommission (ABl. L 225 vom 4. 9. 1993, S. 4), zuletzt
geändert durch die Verordnung (EG) Nr. 2602/97 (ABl. L 351 vom 23. 12. 1997, S. 20).

(1) Βλ�πε παραρτ�µατα V και VII του κανονισµο� (ΕΟΚ) αριθ. 2456/93 τηr Επιτροπ�r (ΕΕ L 225 τηr 4. 9. 1993, σ. 4), �πωr
τροποποι�θηκε τελευτα�α απ� τον κανονισµ� (ΕΚ) αριθ. 2602/97 (ΕΕ L 351 τηr 23. 12. 1997, σ. 20).

(1) See Annexes V and VII to Commission Regulation (EEC) No 2456/93 (OJ L 225, 4.9.1993, p. 4), as last amended by
Regulation (EC) No 2602/97 (OJ L 351, 23.12.1997, p. 20).

(1) Voir annexes V et VII du règlement (CEE) no 2456/93 de la Commission (JO L 225 du 4. 9. 1993, p. 4). Règlement modifié
en dernier lieu par le règlement (CE) no 2602/97 (JO L 351 du 23. 12. 1997, p. 20).

(1) Cfr. allegati V e VII del regolamento (CEE) n. 2456/93 della Commissione (GU L 225 del 4. 9. 1993, pag. 4), modificato da
ultimo dal regolamento (CE) n. 2602/97 (GU L 351 del 23. 12. 1997, pag. 20).

(1) Zie de bĳlagen V en VII van Verordening (EEG) nr. 2456/93 van de Commissie (PB L 225 van 4. 9. 1993, blz. 4), laatstelijk
gewijzigd bij Verordening (EG) nr. 2602/97 (PB L 351 van 23. 12. 1997, blz. 20).

(1) Ver anexos V e VII do Regulamento (CEE) në 2456/93 da Comissão (JO L 225 de 4. 9. 1993, p. 4). Regulamento com a
última redacção que lhe foi dada pelo Regulamento (CE) në 2602/97 (JO L 351 de 23. 12. 1997, p. 20).

(1) Katso komission asetuksen (ETY) N:o 2456/93 (EYVL L 225, 4.9.1993, s. 4), sellaisena kuin se on viimeksi muutettuna
asetuksella (EY) N:o 2602/97 (EYVL L 351, 23.12.1997, s. 20) liitteet V ja VII.

(1) Se bilaga V och VII i förordning (EEG) nr 2456/93 (EGT L 225, 4.9.1993, s. 4), senast ändrad genom förordning (EG) nr
2602/97 (EGT L 351, 23.12.1997, s. 20).
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ANEXO II — BILAG II — ANHANG II — ΠΑΡΑΡΤΗΜΑ II — ANNEX II — ANNEXE II —
ALLEGATO II — BIJLAGE II — ANEXO II — LIITE II — BILAGA II

Direcciones de los organismos de intervención — Interventionsorganernes adresser —
Anschriften der Interventionsstellen — ∆ιευθ�νσειr των οργανισµ�ν παρεµβ�σεωr — Addresses
of the intervention agencies — Adresses des organismes d’intervention — Indirizzi degli
organismi d’intervento — Adressen van de interventiebureaus — Endereços dos organismos de

intervenção — Interventioelinten osoitteet — Interventionsorganens adresser

IRELAND

Department of Agriculture, Food and Forestry
Agriculture House
Kildare Street
Dublin 2
Ireland
Tel. (01) 678 90 11, ext. 2278 and 3806;
telex 93292 and 93607, telefax (01) 661 62 63, (01) 678 52 14 and (01) 662 01 98

UNITED KINGDOM

Intervention Board Executive Agency
Kings House
33, Kings Road
Reading RG1 3BU
Berkshire
United Kingdom
Tel. (01 189) 58 36 26
Fax (01 189) 56 67 50
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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 2608/98

of 3 December 1998

amending the export refunds on poultrymeat

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Regulation (EEC) No 2777/75 of the
Council of 29 October 1975 on the common organisation
of the market in poultrymeat (1), as last amended by Regu-
lation (EC) No 2916/95 (2), and in particular Article 8(3)
thereof,

Whereas the export refunds on poultrymeat were fixed by
Commission Regulation (EC) No 2471/98 (3);

Whereas it follows from applying the criteria referred to
in Article 8 of Regulation (EEC) No 2777/75 to the
information known to the Commission that the export
refunds at present in force should be altered to the
amounts set out in the Annex hereto;

Whereas Article 2 of Council Regulation (EC) No 1103/
97 of 17 June 1997 on certain provisions relating to the
introduction of the euro (4) provides that, as from 1

January 1999, all references to the ecu in legal instru-
ments are to be replaced by references to the euro at the
rate of EUR 1 to ECU 1,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

The export refunds on the products listed in Article 1
paragraph 1 of Regulation (EEC) No 2777/75, exported in
the natural state, as fixed in the Annex to Regulation (EC)
No 2471/98 are hereby altered as shown in the Annex to
this Regulation.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on 4 December
1998.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member
States.

Done at Brussels, 3 December 1998.

For the Commission
Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission

(1) OJ L 282, 1. 11. 1975, p. 77.
(2) OJ L 305, 19. 12. 1995, p. 49.
(3) OJ L 308, 18. 11. 1998, p. 14.
(4) OJ L 162, 19. 6. 1997, p. 1.
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Product code Destination
of refund (1)

Amount
of refund

ECU/100 units

Product code Destination
of refund (1)

Amount
of refund

ECU/100 kg

ANNEX

to the Commission Regulation of 3 December 1998 altering the export refunds on poultry-
meat

0105 11 11 9000 01 1,40
0105 11 19 9000 01 1,40
0105 11 91 9000 01 1,40
0105 11 99 9000 01 1,40
0105 12 00 9000 01 3,30
0105 19 20 9000 01 3,30

ECU/100 kg

0207 12 10 9900 02 28,00
03 13,00

0207 12 90 9190 02 28,00
03 13,00

0207 12 90 9990 02 28,00
03 13,00

0207 14 20 9900 04 20,00

0207 14 60 9900 04 20,00

0207 14 70 9190 04 20,00

0207 14 70 9290 04 20,00

(1) The destinations are as follows:

01 All destinations except the United States of America,
02 Angola, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, Oman, the United Arab Emirates, Jordan, Yemen, Lebanon, Iraq and Iran,
03 Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Ukraine, Lithuania, Estonia and

Latvia,
04 All destinations except the United States of America, Bulgaria, Poland, Hungary, Romania, Slovakia, the Czech Republic and Switzerland.

NB: The product codes and the footnotes are defined in amended Commission Regulation (EEC) No 3846/87.
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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 2609/98

of 3 December 1998

fixing the maximum export refund on common wheat in connection with the
invitation to tender issued in Regulation (EC) No 1079/98

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No 1766/92
of 30 June 1992 on the common organisation of the
market in cereals (1), as last amended by Regulation (EC)
No 923/96 (2),

Having regard to Commission Regulation (EC) No 1501/
95 of 29 June 1995 laying down certain detailed rules for
the application of Council Regulation (EEC) No 1766/92
on the granting of export refunds on cereals and the
measures to be taken in the event of disturbance on the
market for cereals (3), as last amended by Regulation (EC)
No 2513/98 (4), and in particular Article 4 thereof,

Whereas an invitation to tender for the refund and/or the
tax for the export of common wheat to all third countries
with the exception of certain ACP States was opened
pursuant to Commission Regulation (EC) No 1079/98 (5),
as amended by Regulation (EC) No 2005/98 (6);

Whereas Article 7 of Regulation (EC) No 1501/95
provides that the Commission may, on the basis of the
tenders notified, in accordance with the procedure laid
down in Article 23 of Regulation (EEC) No 1766/92,
decide to fix a maximum export refund taking account of
the criteria referred to in Article 1 of Regulation (EC) No

1501/95; whereas in that case a contract is awarded to any
tenderer whose bid is equal to or lower than the
maximum refund, as well as to any tenderer whose bid
relates to an export tax;

Whereas the application of the abovementioned criteria
to the current market situation for the cereal in question
results in the maximum export refund being fixed at the
amount specified in Article 1;

Whereas the measures provided for in this Regulation are
in accordance with the opinion of the Management
Committee for Cereals,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

For tenders notified from 27 November to 3 December
1998, pursuant to the invitation to tender issued in Regu-
lation (EC) No 1079/98, the maximum refund on ex-
portation of common wheat shall be ECU 29,97 per
tonne.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on 4 December
1998.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member
States.

Done at Brussels, 3 December 1998.

For the Commission
Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission

(1) OJ L 181, 1. 7. 1992, p. 21.
(2) OJ L 126, 24. 5. 1996, p. 37.
(3) OJ L 147, 30. 6. 1995, p. 7.
(4) OJ L 313, 21. 11. 1998, p. 16.
(5) OJ L 154, 28. 5. 1998, p. 24.
(6) OJ L 258, 22. 9. 1998, p. 8.
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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 2610/98

of 3 December 1998

fixing the maximum export refund on common wheat in connection with the
invitation to tender issued in Regulation (EC) No 2004/98

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No 1766/92
of 30 June 1992 on the common organisation of the
market in cereals (1), as last amended by Regulation (EC)
No 923/96 (2),

Having regard to Commission Regulation (EC) No 1501/
95 of 29 June 1995 laying down certain detailed rules for
the application of Council Regulation (EEC) No 1766/92
on the granting of export refunds on cereals and the
measures to be taken in the event of disturbance on the
market for cereals (3), as last amended by Regulation (EC)
No 2513/98 (4), and in particular Article 7 thereof,

Whereas an invitation to tender for the refund and/or the
tax for the export of common wheat to certain ACP States
was opened pursuant to Commission Regulation (EC) No
2004/98 (5);

Whereas Article 7 of Regulation (EC) No 1501/95
provides that the Commission may, on the basis of the
tenders notified, in accordance with the procedure laid
down in Article 23 of Regulation (EEC) No 1766/92,
decide to fix a maximum export refund taking account of
the criteria referred to in Article 1 of Regulation (EC) No
1501/95; whereas in that case a contract is awarded to any

tenderer whose bid is equal to or lower than the
maximum refund, as well as to any tenderer whose bid
relates to an export tax;

Whereas the application of the abovementioned criteria
to the current market situation for the cereal in question
results in the maximum export refund being fixed at the
amount specified in Article 1;

Whereas the Management Committee for Cereals has not
delivered an opinion within the time limit set by its
chairman,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

For tenders notified from 27 November to 3 December
1998, pursuant to the invitation to tender issued in Regu-
lation (EC) No 2004/98, the maximum refund on ex-
portation of common wheat shall be ECU 36,00 per
tonne.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on 4 December
1998.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member
States.

Done at Brussels, 3 December 1998.

For the Commission
Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission

(1) OJ L 181, 1. 7. 1992, p. 21.
(2) OJ L 126, 24. 5. 1996, p. 37.
(3) OJ L 147, 30. 6. 1995, p. 7.
(4) OJ L 313, 21. 11. 1998, p. 16.
(5) OJ L 258, 22. 9. 1998, p. 4.
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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 2611/98

of 3 December 1998

fixing the maximum export refund on barley in connection with the invitation to
tender issued in Regulation (EC) No 1078/98

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No 1766/92
of 30 June 1992 on the common organisation of the
market in cereals (1), as last amended by Regulation (EC)
No 923/96 (2),

Having regard to Commission Regulation (EC) No 1501/
95 of 29 June 1995 laying down certain detailed rules for
the application of Council Regulation (EEC) No 1766/92
on the granting of export refunds on cereals and the
measures to be taken in the event of disturbance on the
market for cereals (3), as last amended by Regulation (EC)
No 2513/98 (4), and in particular Article 4 thereof,

Whereas an invitation to tender for the refund and/or the
tax for the export of barley to all third countries was
opened pursuant to Commission Regulation (EC) No
1078/98 (5);

Whereas Article 7 of Regulation (EC) No 1501/95
provides that the Commission may, on the basis of the
tenders notified, in accordance with the procedure laid
down in Article 23 of Regulation (EEC) No 1766/92,
decide to fix a maximum export refund taking account of
the criteria referred to in Article 1 of Regulation (EC) No

1501/95; whereas in that case a contract is awarded to any
tenderer whose bid is equal to or lower than the
maximum refund, as well as to any tenderer whose bid
relates to an export tax;

Whereas the application of the abovementioned criteria
to the current market situation for the cereal in question
results in the maximum export refund being fixed at the
amount specified in Article 1;

Whereas the measures provided for in this Regulation are
in accordance with the opinion of the Management
Committee for Cereals,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

For tenders notified from 27 November to 3 December
1998, pursuant to the invitation to tender issued in Regu-
lation (EC) No 1078/98, the maximum refund on ex-
portation of barley shall be ECU 57,98 per tonne.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on 4 December
1998.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member
States.

Done at Brussels, 3 December 1998.

For the Commission
Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission

(1) OJ L 181, 1. 7. 1992, p. 21.
(2) OJ L 126, 24. 5. 1996, p. 37.
(3) OJ L 147, 30. 6. 1995, p. 7.
(4) OJ L 313, 21. 11. 1998, p. 16.
(5) OJ L 154, 28. 5. 1998, p. 20.
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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 2612/98

of 3 December 1998

concerning tenders notified in response to the invitation to tender for the export
of barley issued in Regulation (EC) No 1564/98

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No 1766/92
of 30 June 1992 on the common organisation of the
market in cereals (1), as last amended by Regulation (EC)
No 923/96 (2),

Having regard to Commission Regulation (EC) No 1501/
95 of 29 June 1995 laying down certain detailed rules for
the application of Council Regulation (EEC) No 1766/92
on the granting of export refunds on cereals and the
measures to be taken in the event of disturbance on the
market for cereals (3), as last amended by Regulation (EC)
No 2513/98 (4), and in particular Article 7 thereof,

Whereas an invitation to tender for the refund for the
export of barley exported by Spain to all third countries
was opened pursuant to Commission Regulation (EC) No
1564/98 (5), as amended by Regulation (EC) No 2309/
98 (6);

Whereas Article 7 of Regulation (EC) No 1501/95, allows
the Commission to decide, in accordance with the proce-
dure laid down in Article 23 of Regulation (EEC) No

1766/92 and on the basis of the tenders notified, to make
no award;

Whereas on the basis of the criteria laid down in Article 1
of Regulation (EC) No 1501/95 a maximum refund
should not be fixed;

Whereas the measures provided for in this Regulation are
in accordance with the opinion of the Management
Committee for Cereals,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

No action shall be taken on the tenders notified from 27
November to 3 December 1998 in response to the invita-
tion to tender for the refund for the export of barley
issued in Regulation (EC) No 1564/98.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on 4 December
1998.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member
States.

Done at Brussels, 3 December 1998.

For the Commission
Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission

(1) OJ L 181, 1. 7. 1992, p. 21.
(2) OJ L 126, 24. 5. 1996, p. 37.
(3) OJ L 147, 30. 6. 1995, p. 7.
(4) OJ L 313, 21. 11. 1998, p. 16.
(5) OJ L 203, 21. 7. 1998, p. 6.
(6) OJ L 288, 27. 10. 1998, p. 11.
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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 2613/98

of 3 December 1998

fixing the maximum export refund on oats in connection with the invitation to
tender issued in Regulation (EC) No 2007/98

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No 1766/92
of 30 June 1992 on the common organisation of the
market in cereals (1), as last amended by Regulation (EC)
No 923/96 (2),

Having regard to Commission Regulation (EC) No 1501/
95 of 29 June 1995 laying down certain detailed rules for
the application of Council Regulation (EEC) No 1766/92
on the granting of export refunds on cereals and the
measures to be taken in the event of disturbance on the
market for cereals (3), as last amended by Regulation (EC)
No 2513/98 (4),

Having regard to Commission Regulation (EC) No 2007/
98 of 21 September 1998 on a special intervention
measure for cereals in Finland and Sweden (5), as last
amended by Regulation (EC) No 2599/98 (6), and in
particular Article 8 thereof,

Whereas an invitation to tender for the refund for the
export of oats produced in Finland and Sweden for export
from Finland or Sweden to all third countries was opened
pursuant to Regulation (EC) No 2007/98;

Whereas Article 8 of Regulation (EC) No 2007/98
provides that the Commission may, on the basis of the
tenders notified, in accordance with the procedure laid

down in Article 23 of Regulation (EEC) No 1766/92,
decide to fix a maximum export refund taking account of
the criteria referred to in Article 1 of Regulation (EC) No
1501/95; whereas in that case a contract is awarded to any
tenderer whose bid is equal to or lower than the
maximum refund;

Whereas the application of the abovementioned criteria
to the current market situation for the cereal in question
results in the maximum export refund being fixed at the
amount specified in Article 1;

Whereas the measures provided for in this Regulation are
in accordance with the opinion of the Management
Committee for Cereals,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

For tenders notified from 27 November to 3 December
1998, pursuant to the invitation to tender issued in Regu-
lation (EC) No 2007/98, the maximum refund on ex-
portation of oats shall be ECU 54,95 per tonne.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on 4 December
1998.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member
States.

Done at Brussels, 3 December 1998.

For the Commission
Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission

(1) OJ L 181, 1. 7. 1992, p. 21.
(2) OJ L 126, 24. 5. 1996, p. 37.
(3) OJ L 147, 30. 6. 1995, p. 7.
(4) OJ L 313, 21. 11. 1998, p. 16.
(5) OJ L 258, 22. 9. 1998, p. 13.
(6) OJ L 325, 3. 12. 1998, p. 10.
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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 2614/98

of 3 December 1998

fixing the corrective amount applicable to the refund on cereals

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No 1766/92
of 30 June 1992 on the common organization of the
market in cereals (1), as last amended by Commission
Regulation (EC) No 923/96 (2), and in particular Article
13 (8) thereof,

Whereas Article 13 (8) of Regulation (EEC) No 1766/92
provides that the export refund applicable to cereals on
the day on which application for an export licence is
made must be applied on request to exports to be effected
during the period of validity of the export licence;
whereas, in this case, a corrective amount may be applied
to the refund;

Whereas Commission Regulation (EC) No 1501/95 of 29
June 1995 laying down certain detailed rules under
Council Regulation (EEC) No 1766/92 on the granting of
export refunds on cereals and the cereals and the meas-
ures to be taken in the event of disturbance on the market
for cereals (3), as last amended by Regulation (EC) No
2513/98 (4), allows for the fixing of a corrective amount
for the products listed in Article 1 (1) (c) of Regulation
(EEC) No 1766/92; whereas that corrective amount must
be calculated taking account of the factors referred to in
Article 1 of Regulation (EC) No 1501/95;

Whereas the world market situation or the specific
requirements of certain markets may make it necessary to
vary the corrective amount according to destination;

Whereas the corrective amount must be fixed at the same
time as the refund and according to the same procedure;
whereas it may be altered in the period between fixings;

Whereas the representative market rates defined in Article
1 of Council Regulation (EEC) No 3813/92 (5), as last
amended by Regulation (EC) No 150/95 (6), are used to
convert amounts expressed in third country currencies
and are used as the basis for determining the agricultural
conversion rates of the Member States’ currencies;
whereas detailed rules on the application and determina-
tion of these conversions were set by Commission Regu-
lation (EEC) No 1068/93 (7), as last amended by Regula-
tion (EC) No 961/98 (8);

Whereas it follows from applying the provisions set out
above that the corrective amount must be as set out in the
Annex hereto;

Whereas the measures provided for in this Regulation are
in accordance with the opinion of the Management
Committee for Cereals,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

The corrective amount referred to in Article 1 (1) (a), (b)
and (c) of Regulation (EEC) No 1766/92 which is applic-
able to export refunds fixed in advance in respect of malt
shall be as set out in the Annex hereto.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on 4 December
1998.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member
States.

Done at Brussels, 3 December 1998.

For the Commission
Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission

(1) OJ L 181, 1. 7. 1992, p. 21. (5) OJ L 387, 31. 12. 1992, p. 1.
(2) OJ L 126, 24. 5. 1996, p. 37. (6) OJ L 22, 31. 1. 1995, p. 1.
(3) OJ L 147, 30. 6. 1995, p. 7. (7) OJ L 108, 1. 5. 1993, p. 106.
(4) OJ L 313, 21. 11. 1998, p. 16. (8) OJ L 135, 8. 5. 1998, p. 5.
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ANNEX

to the Commission Regulation of 3 December 1998 fixing the corrective amount applicable
to the refund on cereals

(ECU / tonne)

Current 1st period 2nd period 3rd period 4th period 5th period 6th period
Product code Destination (1)

12 1 2 3 4 5 6

1001 10 00 9200 — — — — — — — —
1001 10 00 9400 01 0 –1,00 –2,00 –3,00 –4,00 — —
1001 90 91 9000 — — — — — — — —
1001 90 99 9000 01 0 0 0 0 0 — —
1002 00 00 9000 01 0 0 0 0 0 — —
1003 00 10 9000 — — — — — — — —
1003 00 90 9000 03 0 –25,00 –25,00 –25,00 –25,00 — —

02 0 0 0 0 0 — —
1004 00 00 9200 — — — — — — — —
1004 00 00 9400 01 0 0 0 0 0 — —
1005 10 90 9000 — — — — — — — —
1005 90 00 9000 01 0 0 0 0 0 — —
1007 00 90 9000 — — — — — — — —
1008 20 00 9000 — — — — — — — —
1101 00 11 9000 — — — — — — — —
1101 00 15 9100 01 0 0 0 0 0 — —
1101 00 15 9130 01 0 0 0 0 0 — —
1101 00 15 9150 01 0 0 0 0 0 — —
1101 00 15 9170 01 0 0 0 0 0 — —
1101 00 15 9180 01 0 0 0 0 0 — —
1101 00 15 9190 — — — — — — — —
1101 00 90 9000 — — — — — — — —
1102 10 00 9500 01 0 0 0 0 0 — —
1102 10 00 9700 — — — — — — — —
1102 10 00 9900 — — — — — — — —
1103 11 10 9200 01 0 0 0 0 0 — —
1103 11 10 9400 — — — — — — — —
1103 11 10 9900 — — — — — — — —
1103 11 90 9200 01 0 0 0 0 0 — —
1103 11 90 9800 — — — — — — — —

(1) The destinations are identified as follows:
01 all third countries
02 other third countries
03 United States of America, Canada and Mexico.

NB: The zones are those defined in amended Commission Regulation (EEC) No 2145/92 (OJ L 214, 30. 7. 1992, p. 20).
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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 2615/98

of 3 December 1998

fixing the export refunds on cereals and on wheat or rye flour, groats and meal

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No 1766/92
of 30 June 1992 on the common organisation of the
market in cereals (1), as last amended by Commission
Regulation (EC) No 923/96 (2), and in particular Article
13 (2) thereof,

Whereas Article 13 of Regulation (EEC) No 1766/92
provides that the difference between quotations or prices
on the world market for the products listed in Article 1 of
that Regulation and prices for those products in the
Community may be covered by an export refund;

Whereas the refunds must be fixed taking into account
the factors referred to in Article 1 of Commission Regula-
tion (EC) No 1501/95 of 29 June 1995 laying down
certain detailed rules under Council Regulation (EEC) No
1766/92 on the granting of export refunds on cereals and
the measures to be taken in the event of disturbance on
the market for cereals (3), as last amended by Regulation
(EC) No 2513/98 (4);

Whereas, as far as wheat and rye flour, groats and meal are
concerned, when the refund on these products is being
calculated, account must be taken of the quantities of
cereals required for their manufacture; whereas these
quantities were fixed in Regulation (EC) No 1501/95;

Whereas the world market situation or the specific
requirements of certain markets may make it necessary to
vary the refund for certain products according to destina-
tion;

Whereas the refund must be fixed once a month; whereas
it may be altered in the intervening period;

Whereas it follows from applying the detailed rules set
out above to the present situation on the market in
cereals, and in particular to quotations or prices for these
products within the Community and on the world
market, that the refunds should be as set out in the Annex
hereto;

Whereas Article 2 of Council Regulation (EC) No 1103/
97 of 17 June 1997 on certain provisions relating to the
introduction of the euro (5) provides that, as from 1
January 1999, all references to the ecu in legal instru-
ments are to be replaced by references to the euro at the
rate of EUR 1 to ECU 1;

Whereas the measures provided for in this Regulation are
in accordance with the opinion of the Management
Committee for Cereals,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

The export refunds on the products listed in Article 1 (a),
(b) and (c) of Regulation (EEC) No 1766/92, excluding
malt, exported in the natural state, shall be as set out in
the Annex hereto.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on 4 December
1998.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member
States.

Done at Brussels, 3 December 1998.

For the Commission
Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission

(1) OJ L 181, 1. 7. 1992, p. 21.
(2) OJ L 126, 24. 5. 1996, p. 37.
(3) OJ L 147, 30. 6. 1995, p. 7.
(4) OJ L 313, 21. 11. 1998, p. 16. (5) OJ L 162, 19. 6. 1997, p. 1.
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(ECU / tonne)

Product code Destination (1) Amount of refund

(ECU / tonne)

Product code Destination (1) Amount of refund

ANNEX

to the Commission Regulation of 3 December 1998 fixing the export refunds on cereals and on
wheat or rye flour, groats and meal

1001 10 00 9200 — —
1001 10 00 9400 01 0
1001 90 91 9000 — —
1001 90 99 9000 03 20,00

02 0
1002 00 00 9000 03 50,00

02 0
1003 00 10 9000 — —
1003 00 90 9000 03 48,00

02 0
1004 00 00 9200 — —
1004 00 00 9400 — —
1005 10 90 9000 — —
1005 90 00 9000 03 39,00

02 0
1007 00 90 9000 — —
1008 20 00 9000 — —

1101 00 11 9000 — —
1101 00 15 9100 01 41,00
1101 00 15 9130 01 38,25
1101 00 15 9150 01 35,50
1101 00 15 9170 01 32,75
1101 00 15 9180 01 30,50
1101 00 15 9190 — —
1101 00 90 9000 — —
1102 10 00 9500 01 82,00
1102 10 00 9700 — —
1102 10 00 9900 — —
1103 11 10 9200 01 20,00 (2)
1103 11 10 9400 — — (2)
1103 11 10 9900 — —
1103 11 90 9200 01 20,00 (2)
1103 11 90 9800 — —

(1) The destinations are identified as follows:
01 All third countries,
02 Other third countries,
03 Switzerland, Liechtenstein.

(2) No refund is granted when this product contains compressed meal.

NB: The zones are those defined in amended Commission Regulation (EEC) No 2145/92 (OJ L 214, 30. 7. 1992, p. 20).
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II

(Acts whose publication is not obligatory)

COMMISSION

COMMISSION DECISION

of 25 November 1998

amending Decision 98/256/EC as regards certain emergency measures to protect
against bovine spongiform encephalopathy

(notified under document number C(1998) 3773)

(Text with EEA relevance)

(98/692/EC)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Directive 89/662/EEC of 11
December 1989 concerning veterinary checks in intra-
Community trade with a view to the completion of the
internal market (1), as last amended by Directive 92/
118/EEC (2), and in particular Article 9(4) thereof,

(1) Whereas Council Decision 98/256/EC of 16 March
1998 concerning emergency measures to protect
against bovine spongiform encephalopathy, amend-
ing Decision 94/474/EC and repealing Decision
96/239/EC (3), as amended by Commission
Decision 98/564/EC (4), provided for a step-by-step
approach to the lifting of the ban on the dispatch
to other Member States and third countries of prod-
ucts from bovine animals slaughtered in the United
Kingdom; whereas the first step was the lifting of
the prohibitions on the dispatch of products from
bovine animals slaughtered, cut, processed and
stored in establishments exclusively used for prod-
ucts destined for dispatch to other Member States

and third countries, and located in Northern
Ireland; whereas subsequent steps will include the
lifting of the prohibition on the processing of
eligible meat from Northern Ireland in Great
Britain, under conditions which will be laid down
at a later stage; whereas the Commission will
immediately start investigating, with the authorities
of the United Kingdom, by what means and under
what conditions those restrictions may be further
relaxed;

(2) Whereas the date on which the dispatch of prod-
ucts under the Export Certified Herds Scheme
(ECHS) could commence was set at 1 June 1998 by
Commission Decision 98/351/EC (5);

(3) Whereas the United Kingdom put forward a first
proposal for a Date-Based Export Scheme (DBES)
with a view to permitting, subject to certain condi-
tions, the dispatch of products from animals born
after a certain date to the Commission on 2
October 1997; whereas the Scientific Steering
Committee concluded at its meetings of 8 and 9
December 1997 and 22 and 23 January 1998 that(1) OJ L 395, 30. 12. 1989, p. 13.

(2) OJ L 62, 15. 3. 1993, p. 49.
(3) OJ L 113, 15. 4. 1998, p. 32.
(4) OJ L 273, 9. 10. 1998, p. 37. (5) OJ L 157, 30. 5. 1998, p. 110.
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that proposal was not adequate; whereas the United
Kingdom put forward a modified proposal dated 27
January 1998; whereas the Scientific Steering
Committee issued an opinion on that revised
proposal on 20 February 1998 stating that the
revised proposal responded to the suggestions and
questions formulated by the Scientific Steering
Committee;

(4) Whereas the feeding of ruminant protein to rumi-
nants has been illegal in the United Kingdom
since January 1989; whereas a total ban on the
feeding of mammalian meat-and-bone meal was
introduced in 1994; whereas the feeding of any
mammalian meat-and-bone meal to all farmed
livestock was banned on 4 April 1996; whereas by 1
August 1996 all feed containing mammalian
meat-and-bone meal in the United Kingdom had
been recalled and premises in which it had been
stored were required to be cleansed and disinfected;
whereas from that date it became a legal offence to
sell or supply any mammalian meat-and-bone meal
for incorporation into livestock feed or to feed live-
stock any feed containing mammalian meat-and-
bone meal or to possess mammalian meat-and-
bone meal wherever farm feed was stored or
prepared; whereas the monitoring programme, in
existence since 1 February 1996, to check that no
mammalian meat-and-bone meal was being incor-
porated in livestock feed after 1 August 1996 has
been extended; whereas the results of that
programme demonstrated adequate compliance
with the prohibition on incorporating mammalian
meat-and-bone meal or protein in ruminant
feedingstuffs from 1 August 1996; whereas there-
fore, adequate guarantees have been given that
cattle born after 1 August 1996 have not been
exposed to a risk of infection in feed;

(5) Whereas a mission of the Veterinary and Phyto-
sanitary Inspection and Control Office of the
Commission to the United Kingdom from 22 to 26
July 1996 assessing the effectiveness of the feed
ban and the feed recall scheme confirmed that
adequate guarantees on compliance were given;

(6) Whereas the United Kingdom is required to ensure
that all offspring born after 1 August 1996 of
bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) cases are
slaughtered and destroyed with a view to subse-
quent incineration before dispatch under the DBES
can commence; whereas the United Kingdom is
also required to ensure that the dams of eligible
animals have not contracted BSE at the time of
slaughter of the eligible animal and have been alive
for six months after the birth of the eligible animal;

whereas those measures adequately address the risk
of maternal transmission of BSE to an eligible
animal;

(7) Whereas the United Kingdom has introduced a
bovine passport system in Great Britain for bovine
animals born on or after 1 July 1996; whereas that
system allows accurate verification of the identity of
eligible animals, their date of birth and their dam;
whereas the veterinary inspection services of the
Commission assessed the effective implementation
of that passport system during a mission from 30
September to 4 October 1996; whereas the United
Kingdom intends to introduce a system of official
controls and evidence provided by farmers to verify
the survival of dams for six months;

(8) Whereas this Decision should lay down a system of
special approval of meat plants participating in the
DBES; whereas an establishment approved under
the DBES should not be allowed to slaughter
bovine animals and process and handle meat ineli-
gible for dispatch to the other Member States or
third countries under the rules concerning the
DBES, the ECHS and the redispatch of meat from
animals slaughtered outside the United Kingdom;
whereas cold-stores approved under the DBES
should store meat eligible for dispatch in dedicated
chambers;

(9) Whereas the strict control provisions, including the
additional health mark laid down in Decision 98/
256/EC for the processing and dispatch of
imported meat and for the ECHS should also apply
to meat and meat products eligible under the
DBES;

(10) Whereas the United Kingdom has guaranteed that
at least one official veterinarian will be perman-
ently present in slaughterhouses approved under
the DBES throughout ante-mortem and post-
mortem examinations; whereas the United
Kingdom has undertaken to ensure the daily pres-
ence of an official veterinarian in cutting-plants
approved under the DBES;

(11) Whereas the Food and Veterinary Office of the
Commission conducted a mission to the United
Kingdom from 20 to 24 July to assess the DBES;
whereas the mission report recommended that the
United Kingdom clarify the method of verification
of the survival of the dam for six months, and the
information becoming available after slaughter
which would render the meat and products thereof
ineligible; whereas the United Kingdom has agreed
to further improvements to comply with those
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recommendations; whereas it was also recom-
mended that the conditions of the proposal be
clarified with respect to the offspring cull in order
to take into account both the intention of the UK
to directly incinerate the animals and the foresee-
able fact that not all offspring (100 %) will be
traceable; whereas minor amendments have been
made to the proposal to comply with those recom-
mendations;

(12) Whereas the measures for implementation of the
DBES and the offspring cull will be examined by a
mission of the Food and Veterinary Office of the
Commission before the dispatch of meat and meat
products may commence; whereas if that exam-
ination is satisfactory the Commission will set the
date on which dispatch may commence;

(13) Whereas animals presented for slaughter under the
ECHS or the DBES must meet all of the relevant
conditions laid down in this Decision; whereas, if it
it discovered after slaughter of an animal under one
of those schemes that it should have been consid-
ered ineligible, the competent authority must take
the necessary measures to prevent the dispatch of
products from that animal; whereas if any product
from an animal subsequently found to be ineligible
has been dispatched, the measures laid down in
Article 9 of Directive 89/662/EEC must be applied;

(14) Whereas it is therefore appropriate to lay down the
rules for the DBES as a step to lifting the prohib-
ition on the dispatch of fresh deboned meat and
certain products made from that fresh deboned
meat, from bovine animals slaughtered in the
United Kingdom;

(15) Whereas a revision of the Animal Health Code of
the Office International des Epizooties (OIE) on
BSE (OIE Code on BSE) was adopted in the general
assembly of the OIE in Paris on 29 May 1998;
whereas Article 3.2.13.9. of that Code recommends
conditions for the import of deboned meat and
meat products from cattle from a country or zone
with a high incidence of BSE; whereas the condi-
tions laid down in this Decision are in conformity
with that Article of the OIE Code on BSE;

(16) Whereas Article 3.2.13.9. of the OIE Code on BSE
requires Veterinary Administrations, when goods
are imported from a country or zone with a high
incidence of BSE, to require the presentation of an
international certificate attesting that the condi-

tions of that Article are complied with; whereas
adequate guarantees should be provided on re-entry
into the Community of meat originating from
bovine animals slaughtered in the United Kingdom
that when the corresponding consignments were
exported, the Community requirements were met;
whereas, therefore, the certificate referred to in
Article 3.2.13.9. of the OIE Code on BSE should
accompany the consignment on exportation;

(17) Whereas, in view of the low level of risk, it is
appropriate to authorise, subject to certain condi-
tions, the dispatch of food for domestic carnivores;

(18) Whereas the scope of the provisions relating to
cold store chambers, to the separation requirements
for eligible animals and products during slaughter,
cutting, processing and cold storage, and to identi-
fication of serial numbers should be clarified;

(19) Whereas Decision 98/256/EC should therefore be
amended accordingly;

(20) Whereas the Standing Veterinary Committee has
not given a favourable opinion; whereas the
Commission has therefore proposed these measures
to the Council on 13 November 1998 in accord-
ance with Article 17 of Directive 89/662/EEC, the
Council being required to act within 15 days;

(21) Whereas, however, the Council has not acted
within the required time limit; whereas the Council
has not decided against the proposed measures by
simple majority within the same time limit;
whereas these measures should now be adopted by
the Commission,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:

Article 1

Decision 98/256/EC is amended as follows:

(1) Article 6 is replaced by the following:

‘Article 6

1. By way of derogation from Article 3, the United
Kingdom may authorise the dispatch to other
Member States or to third countries of the following
products derived from bovine animals born and reared
in the United Kingdom which have been slaughtered
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in the United Kingdom in slaughterhouses which are
not used for the slaughter of any ineligible bovine
animal, in accordance with the conditions laid down
in this Article, Article 7, Articles 9 to 12 and Annex II
or, as appropriate, Annex III:

(a) “fresh meat” as defined by Directive 64/433/EEC;

(b) “minced meat” and “meat preparations” as defined
by Council Directive 94/65/EC (*);

(c) “meat products” as defined by Council Directive
77/99/EEC (**);

(d) food which is destined for domestic carnivores.

2. The fresh meat referred to in paragraph 1(a) shall
be deboned and all adherent tissues, including
obvious nervous and lymphatic tissues, shall be
removed in cutting plants in the United Kingdom
which are not used for cutting any ineligible bovine
products. Cold storage shall take place in the United
Kingdom in chambers which are not used for storing
any ineligible bovine products and are kept locked
under the seal of the competent authority when the
latter is not present. Cutting, storage and transport
shall be carried out in accordance with the conditions
laid down in Article 7, Articles 9 to 12 and Annex II
or, as appropriate, Annex III.

3. The fresh meat referred to in paragraph 1(a) may
be used for the production of products referred to in
paragraph 1(b), (c) and (d) in establishments in the
United Kingdom which are not used for the produc-
tion of any ineligible bovine products, in accordance
with the conditions laid down in this Article, in
Article 7, Articles 9 to 12 and Annex II or, as appro-
priate, Annex III.

4. For the purposes of this Article, eligible products
means products referred to in paragraph 1 and prod-
ucts derived from bovine animals not slaughtered in
the United Kingdom which comply with the condi-
tions laid down in Articles 9 to 13.

5. The Commission, after having verified the
application of all the provisions of this Decision on
the basis of Community inspections and after having
informed the Member States, shall set the date on
which dispatch of the products referred to in Annex
III may commence.

6. The Commission shall review the provisions of
this Article at least every three months and shall take
appropriate measures in accordance with the proced-
ure laid down in Article 17 of Directive 89/662/EEC.

7. For the purpose of this Decision “chamber” shall
mean a room or any other structure within a room
which provides a secure lockable physical barrier.

(*) OJ L 368, 31.12.1994, p. 10.
(**) OJ L 26, 31.1.1977, p. 85.'

(2) Article 10 is amended as follows:

(a) In point (b) of paragraph 1 the words ‘Articles 9,
11, 12 and 13' are replaced by the words ‘Articles
6, 9, 11, 12 and 13';

(b) Paragraph 3 is amended as follows:

(i) In the second subparagraph the words ‘their
serial numbers in the consignment' are
replaced by the words ‘the relevant numbers
in the consignment ensuring traceability of
each individual unit';

(ii) In the third subparagraph the words ‘their
serial numbers in the consignment' are
replaced by the words ‘the relevant numbers
in the consignment ensuring traceability of
each individual unit';

(iii) The following subparagraph is added:

‘Where those products are dispatched to third
countries, they shall be accompanied by a
health certificate, issued by an official veteri-
narian, stating that the conditions laid down
in Decision 98/256/EC have been complied
with'.

(3) Annex II is replaced by the text in Annex I to this
Decision.

(4) Annex III, as set out in Annex II to this Decision, is
added.

Article 2

This Decision is addressed to the Member States.

Done at Brussels, 25 November 1998.

For the Commission
Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission
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ANNEX I

‘ANNEX II

EXPORT CERTIFIED HERDS SCHEME (ECHS)

1. Deboned fresh meat and products referred to in Article 6(1)(b), (c) and (d) from that meat derived from
bovine animals slaughtered in Northern Ireland may be dispatched from the United Kingdom in
application of the provisions of Article 6 when obtained from ECHS-eligible animals which originate
from ECHS-eligible herds.

ECHS-eligible herds

2. A herd is a group of animals forming a separate and distinct unit, that is a group of animals which were
managed, housed and kept separately from any other group of animals and which were identified with
unique herd and animal identification numbers.

3. A herd is ECHS-eligible when for at least eight years, there has been no confirmed case of BSE, nor a
suspect case for which the diagnosis of BSE has not been ruled out, in any animal which was still in or
had moved through or from the herd.

4. A herd that has been in existence for less than eight years may be considered ECHS-eligible, after a
thorough epidemiological investigation by the competent veterinary authority, on condition that:

(a) all animals born or moved into the newly established herd complied with the conditions set out in
point 6(a), (c), (d) and (e); and,

(b) the herd has complied with the conditions set out in point 3 during its entire existence.

5. If a herd is newly established on a holding which experienced a confirmed case of BSE in any animal
which was still in or had moved through or from a herd on that holding, the newly established herd can
only be ECHS-eligible after a thorough epidemiological investigation by the competent veterinary
authority, taking into account compliance with each of the following conditions to the satisfaction of the
competent veterinary authority:

(a) all animals of the affected herd previously established on the same holding have been removed or
killed;

(b) all feed has been removed and destroyed and all feed containers thoroughly cleansed;

(c) all buildings have been emptied and thoroughly cleansed before the new animals were admitted;

(d) all conditions set out in point 4 have been complied with.

ECHS-eligible animals

6. A bovine animal is ECHS-eligible if it has been born and reared in Northern Ireland and at the time of
slaughter:

(a) the animal has been clearly identifiable throughout its life, enabling it to be traced back to the herd
and dam of origin; all records of its birth, identity and movements are recorded on an official
computerised tracing system;

(b) it is more than six months but less than 30 months of age, determined by reference to an official
computer record of its date of birth;

(c) its dam has lived for at least six months after its birth;

(d) its dam has not developed BSE and is not suspected of having contracted BSE;

(e) the herd of birth of the animal and all herds through which it has ever moved are ECHS-eligible.

7. The official computerised tracing system referred to in point 6(a) will be accepted only where it has been
in operation for sufficient time to contain all the information relating to the lifetime and movements of
the animals needed to check compliance with the requirements of this Decision, and only in respect of
animals born after the system came into operation. Historical data loaded into a computer for any period
before the system was operational will not be accepted for this purpose.
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Controls

8. If any animal presented for slaughter or any circumstance surrounding its slaughter does not meet all of
the requirements of this Decision, the animal must be automatically rejected. If that information becomes
available after slaughter, the competent authority must immediately cease issuing certificates, and cancel
issued certificates. If dispatch has already taken place, the competent authority must notify the competent
authority of the place of destination. The competent authority of the place of destination must take the
appropriate measures.

9. Slaughter of ECHS-eligible animals must take place in slaughterhouses, in Northern Ireland, which are
not used for slaughter of any bovine animal which is not eligible under the Date-based Export Scheme
(DBES) or under the ECHS.

10. The competent authority must ensure that procedures used in the cutting plants ensure that the following
lymph nodes have been removed:

popliteal, ischiatic, superficial inguinal, deep inguinal, medial and lateral iliac, renal prefemoral, lumbar,
costocervical, sternal, prescapular, axilliary and caudal deep cervical.

11. Meat must be traceable back to the herd of the ECHS-eligible animal, or after cutting, to the animals cut
in the same batch, by means of the computerised tracing system until the time of slaughter. After
slaughter, labels must be capable of tracing fresh meat and products referred to in Article 6(1)(b) and (c)
back to the herd to enable the consignment concerned to be recalled. Food for domestic carnivores must
be traceable by means of accompanying documents and records.

12. All approved ECHS-eligible carcasses must have individual numbers correlated with the ear tag number.

13. The United Kingdom must have detailed protocols in place covering:

(a) tracing and controls prior to slaughter;

(b) controls during slaughter;

(c) controls during processing of food for domestic carnivores;

(d) all labelling and certification requirements after slaughter to the point of sale.

14. The competent authority must set up a system for recording checks on compliance so that control can be
demonstrated.

The establishment

15. To obtain approval, the establishment must, in addition to all other requirements of this Decision, devise
and implement a system whereby the ECHS-eligible meat and/or ECHS-eligible product is identifiable
and all meat can be traced back to its herds of origin, or after cutting, to the animals cut in the same
batch. The system must facilitate full traceability of the meat or products at all stages and records must be
retained for at least two years. Details of the system to be employed must be given, in writing, by the
management of the establishment to the competent authority.

16. The competent authority must assess, approve and monitor the system provided by the establishment in
order to ensure that it provides full segregation and traceability both backwards and forwards.'
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ANNEX II

‘ANNEX III

DATE-BASED EXPORT SCHEME (DBES)

1. Deboned fresh meat and products referred to in Article 6(1)(b), (c) and (d) from that meat derived from
bovine animals slaughtered in the United Kingdom may be dispatched from the United Kingdom in
application of the provisions of Article 6 when obtained from DBES-eligible animals born after 1 August
1996.

2. Before dispatch pursuant to point 1 may commence, the United Kingdom must have implemented and
effectively enforced a programme for the killing and incineration of all offspring born after 1 August 1996
of dams in which BSE has been confirmed before 25 November 1998, and must have killed and
incinerated all cattle found alive which were identified under this programme.

Should confirmation take place after 25 November 1998, offspring born after 1 August 1996 of dams in
which BSE has been confirmed, must be identified, slaughtered and incinerated without delay.

DBES-eligible animals

3. A bovine animal is DBES-eligible if it has been born and reared in the United Kingdom and at the time
of slaughter the following conditions are shown to have been met:

(a) the animal has been clearly identifiable throughout its life, enabling it to be traced back to the dam
and herd of origin; its unique eartag number, date and holding of birth and all movements after birth
are recorded either in the animal’s official passport or on an official computerised identification and
tracing system; the identity of its dam is known;

(b) the animal is more than six months but less than 30 months of age, determined by reference to an
official computer record of its date of birth, and in the case of animals from Great Britain, the animal’s
official passport;

(c) the competent authority has obtained and verified positive official evidence that the dam of the animal
has lived for at least six months after the birth of the eligible animal;

(d) the dam of the animal has not developed BSE and is not suspected of having contracted BSE.

Controls

4. If any animal presented for slaughter or any circumstance surrounding its slaughter does not meet all of
the requirements of this Decision, the animal must be automatically rejected. If that information becomes
available after slaughter, the competent authority must immediately cease issuing certificates, and cancel
issued certificates. If dispatch has already taken place, the competent authority must notify the competent
authority of the place of destination. The competent authority of the place of destination must take the
appropriate measures.

5. Slaughter of DBES-eligible animals must take place in slaughterhouses which are not used for slaughter of
any bovine animal which is not eligible under the DBES when located in Great Britain, or under the
DBES as well as under the ECHS when located in Northern Ireland. Slaughter of DBES-eligible animals
originating from Great Britain in Northern Ireland, or, vice versa, originating from Northern Ireland in
Great Britain, is only authorised if access to all relevant data is ensured.

6. The competent authority must ensure that procedures used in the cutting plants ensure that the following
lymph nodes have been removed:

popliteal, ischiatic, superficial inguinal, deep inguinal, medial and lateral iliac, renal prefemoral, lumbar,
costocervical, sternal, prescapular, axilliary and caudal deep cervical.
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7. Meat must be traceable back to the DBES-eligible animal, or after cutting, to the animals cut in the same
batch, by means of an official tracing system until the time of slaughter. After slaughter, labels must be
capable of tracing fresh meat and products referred to in Article 6(1)(b) and (c) back to the eligible animal
to enable the consignment concerned to be recalled. Food for domestic carnivores must be traceable by
means of accompanying documents and records.

8. All approved DBES-eligible carcasses must have individual numbers correlated with the ear tag number.

9. The United Kingdom must have detailed protocols in place covering:

(a) tracing and controls prior to slaughter;

(b) controls during slaughter;

(c) controls during processing of food for domestic carnivores;

(d) all labelling and certification requirements after slaughter to the point of sale.

10. The competent authority must set up a system for recording checks on compliance so that control can be
demonstrated.

The establishment

11. To obtain approval, the establishment must, in addition to all other requirements of this Decision, devise
and implement a system whereby the DBES-eligible meat and/or DBES-eligible product is identifiable
and all meat can be traced back to the DBES-eligible animal, or after cutting, to the animals cut in the
same batch. The system must facilitate full traceability of the meat or products at all stages and records
must be retained for at least two years. Details of the system to be employed must be given, in writing, by
the management of the establishment to the competent authority.

12. The competent authority must assess, approve and monitor the system provided by the establishment in
order to ensure that it provides full segregation and traceability both backwards and forwards.'
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