
���� ����� �	�
�� ��� 
�	���� 	� 
	��� ��
� ��� ����� ��
��	�� �� ���������� ���������� �� ���	��
����
 �������� ��� ��� ������

�
��
	� ��� � 
	�	��� 
��	���

��� �	�
�� �� �

 ����� ���� ��� 
�	���� 	� ��
� ��
� ��� 
������� �� �� �����	���
��

���	�	�
 ������

�� ��� ����
��� ������	�	��

 !!" #$%&�'(%&

���
	�� ��	�	�� )��	�
��	��

L 179
Volume 43

18 July 2000

Contents

1

I Acts whose publication is obligatory

Commission Regulation (EC) No 1555/2000 of 17 July 2000 establishing the standard
import values for determining the entry price of certain fruit and vegetables . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

� Commission Regulation (EC) No 1556/2000 of 17 July 2000 amending Regulation
(EC) No 1261/96 establishing the forecast supply balance for the Canary Islands as
regards wine products qualifying under the specific arrangements provided for in
Articles 2 to 5 of Council Regulation (EEC) No 1601/92 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

� Commission Regulation (EC) No 1557/2000 of 17 July 2000 amending Regulation
(EC) No 800/1999 laying down common detailed rules for the application of the
system of export refunds on agricultural products . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

� Commission Regulation (EC) No 1558/2000 of 17 July 2000 fixing for the 2000/01
marketing year the minimum price to be paid to producers for unprocessed dried
figs and the amount of production aid for dried figs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

� Commission Regulation (EC) No 1559/2000 of 17 July 2000 fixing for the 2000/01
marketing year the buying-in price to be applied by storage agencies for un-
processed dried grapes and unprocessed dried figs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

� Commission Regulation (EC) No 1560/2000 of 17 July 2000 amending Regulation
(EC) No 2771/1999 laying down detailed rules for the application of Council
Regulation (EC) No 1255/1999 as regards intervention on the market in butter
and cream . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

Commission Regulation (EC) No 1561/2000 of 17 July 2000 on the issuing of system B
export licences for fruit and vegetables . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

(Continued overleaf)



EN

Contents (continued) II Acts whose publication is not obligatory

Commission

2000/443/EC:

� Commission Decision of 18 May 2000 amending Decision 97/404/EC of 10 June
1997 setting up a Scientific Steering Committee and Decision 97/579/EC of 23
July 1997 setting up scientific committees in the area of consumer health and
food safety (1) (notified under document number C(2000) 1343) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

2000/444/EC:

� Commission Decision of 5 July 2000 amending Decision 2000/284/EC establishing
the list of approved semen collection centres for imports of equine semen from
third countries (1) (notified under document number C(2000) 1803) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15

(1) Text with EEA relevance



EN Official Journal of the European Communities18.7.2000 L 179/1

I

(Acts whose publication is obligatory)

COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 1555/2000
of 17 July 2000

establishing the standard import values for determining the entry price of certain fruit and
vegetables

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Commission Regulation (EC) No 3223/94 of
21 December 1994 on detailed rules for the application of the
import arrangements for fruit and vegetables (1), as last
amended by Regulation (EC) No 1498/98 (2), and in particular
Article 4(1) thereof,

Whereas:

(1) Regulation (EC) No 3223/94 lays down, pursuant to the
outcome of the Uruguay Round multilateral trade nego-
tiations, the criteria whereby the Commission fixes the
standard values for imports from third countries, in
respect of the products and periods stipulated in the
Annex thereto.

(2) In compliance with the above criteria, the standard
import values must be fixed at the levels set out in the
Annex to this Regulation,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

The standard import values referred to in Article 4 of Regula-
tion (EC) No 3223/94 shall be fixed as indicated in the Annex
hereto.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on 18 July 2000.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

Done at Brussels, 17 July 2000.

For the Commission

Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission

(1) OJ L 337, 24.12.1994, p. 66.
(2) OJ L 198, 15.7.1998, p. 4.
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ANNEX

to the Commission Regulation of 17 July 2000 establishing the standard import values for determining the entry
price of certain fruit and vegetables

(EUR/100 kg)

CN code Third country
code (1)

Standard import
value

0709 90 70 052 57,8
999 57,8

0805 30 10 388 56,2
508 29,9
524 45,8
528 62,9
999 48,7

0808 10 20, 0808 10 50, 0808 10 90 388 90,3
400 94,0
508 89,4
512 87,5
528 87,9
720 76,2
804 94,4
999 88,5

0808 20 50 388 88,4
512 76,5
528 79,0
720 134,3
800 70,7
804 102,3
999 91,9

0809 10 00 052 185,8
064 114,5
066 86,9
999 129,1

0809 20 95 052 275,4
061 285,0
400 275,1
616 230,1
999 266,4

0809 40 05 064 60,5
624 169,4
999 115,0

(1) Country nomenclature as fixed by Commission Regulation (EC) No 2543/1999 (OJ L 307, 2.12.1999, p. 46). Code ‘999’ stands for ‘of
other origin’.
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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 1556/2000
of 17 July 2000

amending Regulation (EC) No 1261/96 establishing the forecast supply balance for the Canary
Islands as regards wine products qualifying under the specific arrangements provided for in

Articles 2 to 5 of Council Regulation (EEC) No 1601/92

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No 1601/92 of 15
June 1992 concerning specific measures for the Canary Islands
with regard to certain agricultural products (1), as last amended
by Regulation (EC) No 1305/2000 (2), and in particular Articles
2, 3(4) and 4(4) thereof,

Whereas:

(1) Commission Regulation (EC) No 1261/96 (3), as last
amended by Regulation (EC) No 1511/99 (4), fixes the
quantities of the forecast supply balance for wine prod-
ucts qualifying for Community aid for the period 1 July
1999 to 30 June 2000.

(2) The quantities of the forecast supply balance for the
period 1 July 2000 to 30 June 2001 should be deter-
mined to continue supplies, taking account of the
special situation of production in the Canary Islands.
The aid for the supply to the Canary Islands should also
be fixed at the amounts given in Annex II, taking

account of the quotations or prices for the said wine
products in the European part of the Community and on
the world market.

(3) The measures provided for in this Regulation are in
accordance with the opinion of the Management
Committee for Wine,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

Annexes I and II to Regulation (EC) No 1261/96 are hereby
replaced by Annexes I and II to this Regulation.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on the third day
following its publication in the Official Journal of the European
Communities.

It shall apply with effect from 1 July 2000.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

Done at Brussels, 17 July 2000.

For the Commission

Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission

(1) OJ L 173, 27.6.1992, p. 13.
(2) OJ L 148, 22.6.2000, p. 15.
(3) OJ L 163, 2.7.1996, p. 15.
(4) OJ L 175, 10.7.1999, p. 31.
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ANNEX I

WINE PRODUCTS

Forecast supply balance for the Canary Islands

(1 July 2000 to 30 June 2001)

CN code Description Quantity
(hectolitres)

ex 2204 21 79 Wines:

ex 2204 21 80
ex 2204 21 83
ex 2204 21 84

— originating in third countries: wines bearing only the name of the
country of origin with no other indication or geographical designa-
tion 115 500

— originating in the Community: table wine within the meaning of
point 13 of Annex I to Regulation (EEC) No 822/87

ex 2204 29 62 Wines:

ex 2204 29 64
ex 2204 29 65
ex 2204 29 71

— originating in third countries: wines bearing only the name of the
country of origin with no other indication or geographical designa-
tion

ex 2204 29 72
ex 2204 29 75
ex 2204 29 83
ex 2204 29 84

— originating in the Community: table wine within the meaning of
point 13 of Annex I to Regulation (EEC) No 822/87

95 000 (1)

Total 210 500

(1) To be used in bottles holding 2 l. or less, or for industrial use.
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ANNEX II

Aid granted in respect of the products listed in Annex I

(EUR/hl)

Product code
Aid applicable to products

coming from
the Community

2204 21 79 9120 4,782

2204 21 79 9220 4,782

2204 21 79 9180 8,068

2204 21 79 9280 9,445

2204 21 79 9910 4,782

2204 21 80 9180 10,065

2204 21 80 9280 11,785

2204 21 83 9120 4,782

2204 21 83 9180 11,019

2204 21 84 9180 13,749

2204 29 62 9120 4,782

2204 29 62 9220 4,782

2204 29 62 9180 8,068

2204 29 62 9280 9,445

2204 29 62 9910 4,782

2204 29 64 9120 4,782

2204 29 64 9220 4,782

2204 29 64 9180 8,068

2204 29 64 9280 9,445

2204 29 64 9910 4,782

2204 29 65 9120 4,782

2204 29 65 9220 4,782

2204 29 65 9180 8,068

2204 29 65 9280 9,445

2204 29 65 9910 4,782

2204 29 71 9180 10,065

2204 29 71 9280 11,785

2204 29 72 9180 10,065

2204 29 72 9280 11,785

2204 29 75 9180 10,065

2204 29 75 9280 11,785

2204 29 83 9120 4,782

2204 29 83 9180 11,019

2204 29 84 9180 13,749
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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 1557/2000
of 17 July 2000

amending Regulation (EC) No 800/1999 laying down common detailed rules for the application of
the system of export refunds on agricultural products

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No 1766/92 of 30
June 1992 on the common organisation of the market of
cereals (1), as last amended by Regulation (EC) No 1253/
1999 (2), and in particular Articles 13 and 21 thereof, and to
the corresponding provisions of the other regulations on the
common organisation of the markets in agricultural products,

Whereas:

(1) Commission Regulation (EC) No 1291/2000 of 9 June
2000 laying down common detailed rules for the
application of the system of import and export licences
and advance fixing certificates for agricultural prod-
ucts (3) provides that no licence is required up to the
quantities of products set out in Annex III thereto. For
the sake of consistency, that approach implies the need
to adapt the reference to the specific rules waiving the
need for export licences in the first indent of the second
subparagraph of Article 4(1) of Commission Regulation
(EC) No 800/1999 of 15 April 1999 laying down
common detailed rules for the application of the system
of export refunds on agricultural products (4).

(2) Payment of refunds is subject as a general rule to
production of an export licence with advance fixing of
the refund on the day of lodging of the licence applica-
tion. This implies that the situation referred to in Article
14(2) of Regulation (EC) No 800/1999, in which two
dates are to be considered for the purpose of deter-
mining the rate of refund, will no longer arise. Those
provisions should accordingly be deleted.

(3) It should be made clear that the checks referred to in
Article 5(7) of Regulation (EC) No 800/1999 do not
apply to deliveries for victualling and other destinations
treated as exports from the Community.

(4) Regulation (EC) No 1291/2000 provides that a licence is
not required and may not be produced for victualling
and other destinations treated as exports. Given that the
new provisions of Regulation (EC) No 1291/2000 no
longer provide for the fixing of the refund in advance

for such operations, Article 37(2) and (3) of Regulation
(EC) No 800/1999 should be adapted accordingly.

(5) The measures provided for in this Regulation are in
accordance with the opinions of all the Management
Committees concerned,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

Regulation (EC) No 800/1999 is amended as follows:

1. The first indent of the second subparagraph of Article 4(1)
is replaced by the following text:

‘— where the quantities exported per export declaration are
less than or equal to the quantities set out in Annex III
to Regulation (EC) No 1291/2000,’.

2. Article 14(2) is deleted.

3. Article 36(4) is replaced by the following text:

‘4. The provisions of Article 5 shall not apply to deliv-
eries covered by this Article. However, the Member States
may take appropriate action to allow checks on the prod-
ucts.’

4. Article 37 is amended as follows:

(a) the first subparagraph of paragraph 2 is replaced by the
following text:

‘For products loaded each month as provided for in this
Article, the last day of the month shall be used to
determine the rate of refund applicable.’;

(b) paragraph 3 is replaced by the following:

‘3. Where the refund is determined by invitation to
tender, the licence must be valid on the last day of the
month.’

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on the seventh day
following its publication in the Official Journal of the European
Communities.

However, Article 1(1) shall apply from 1 October 2000.

(1) OJ L 181, 1.7.1992, p. 21.
(2) OJ L 160, 26.6.1999, p. 1.
(3) OJ L 152, 24.6.2000, p. 1.
(4) OJ L 102, 17.4.1999, p. 11.
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This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

Done at Brussels, 17 July 2000.

For the Commission

Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission
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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 1558/2000
of 17 July 2000

fixing for the 2000/01 marketing year the minimum price to be paid to producers for unprocessed
dried figs and the amount of production aid for dried figs

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EC) No 2201/96 of 28
October 1996 on the common organisation of the markets in
processed fruit and vegetable products (1), as last amended by
Regulation (EC) No 2701/1999 (2), and in particular Articles
3(3) and 4(9) thereof,

Whereas:

(1) Article 2 of Commission Regulation (EC) No 504/97 of
19 March 1997 laying down detailed rules for the
application of Council Regulation (EC) No 2201/96 as
regards the system of production aid for products
processed from fruit and vegetables (3), as last amended
by Regulation (EC) No 1607/1999 (4), lays down the
dates of the marketing years.

(2) The criteria for fixing the minimum price and the
production aid are laid down in Articles 3 and 4 of
Regulation (EC) No 2201/96, and the products for
which the minimum price and the aid are fixed are listed
in Articles 1 and 2 of Commission Regulation (EC) No
1573/1999 of 19 July 1999 laying down detailed rules
for the application of Council Regulation (EC) 2201/96
as regards the characteristics of dried figs qualifying for

aid under the production aid scheme (5). The minimum
price and the production aid should therefore be fixed
for the 2000/01 marketing year.

(3) The measure provided for in this Regulation are in
accordance with the opinion of the Management
Committee for Products Processed from Fruit and Veget-
ables,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

For the 2000/01 marketing year:

(a) the minimum price referred to in Article 3 of Regulation
(EC) No 2201/96 shall be EUR 87,886 per 100 kg net
from the producer for unprocessed dried figs;

(b) the production aid referred to in Article 4 of that Regula-
tion shall be EUR 28,63 per 100 kg net for dried figs.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on the third day
following its publication in the Official Journal of the European
Communities.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

Done at Brussels, 17 July 2000.

For the Commission

Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission

(1) OJ L 297, 21.11.1996, p. 29.
(2) OJ L 327, 21.12.1999, p. 5.
(3) OJ L 78, 20.3.1997, p. 14.
(4) OJ L 190, 23.7.1999, p. 11. (5) OJ L 187, 20.7.1999, p. 27.
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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 1559/2000
of 17 July 2000

fixing for the 2000/01 marketing year the buying-in price to be applied by storage agencies for
unprocessed dried grapes and unprocessed dried figs

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,
Having regard to Council Regulation (EC) No 2201/96 of 28
October 1996 on the common organisation of the markets in
processed fruit and vegetable products (1), as last amended by
Regulation (EC) No 2701/1999 (2), and in particular Article
9(8) thereof,
Whereas:
(1) The criteria for fixing the price at which storage agencies

buy in unprocessed dried figs and unprocessed dried
grapes are laid down in Article 9(2) of Regulation (EC)
No 2201/96 and the conditions on which the storage
agencies buy in and manage the products are laid down
by Commission Regulation (EC) No 1622/1999 of 23
July 1999 laying down detailed rules for applying
Council Regulation (EC) No 2201/96 as regards the
scheme for the storage of unprocessed dried grapes and
unprocessed dried figs (3). The buying-in price should
therefore be fixed for the 2000/01 marketing year on
the basis, for dried grapes, of the evolution in world
prices and, for dried figs, of the minimum price laid
down in Commission Regulation (EC) No 1558/2000 of

17 July 2000 fixing for the 2000/01 marketing year the
minimum price to be paid to producers for unprocessed
dried figs and the amount of production aid for dried
figs (4).

(2) The measures provided for in this Regulation are in
accordance with the opinion of the Management
Committee for products Processed from Fruit and Veget-
ables,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

For the 2000/01 marketing year, the buying-in price referred to
in Article 9(2) of Regulation (EC) No 2201/96 shall be:

— EUR 46,910 per 100 kg net for unprocessed dried grapes,
— EUR 58,444 per 100 kg net for unprocessed dried figs.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter force on the third day following its
publication in the Official Journal of the European Communities.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

Done at Brussels, 17 July 2000.

For the Commission

Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission

(1) OJ L 297, 21.11.1996, p. 29.
(2) OJ L 327, 21.12.1999, p. 5.
(3) OJ L 192, 24.7.1999, p. 33. (4) See page 8 of this Official Journal.
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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 1560/2000
of 17 July 2000

amending Regulation (EC) No 2771/1999 laying down detailed rules for the application of Council
Regulation (EC) No 1255/1999 as regards intervention on the market in butter and cream

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EC) No 1255/1999 of 17
May 1999 on the common organisation of the market in milk
and milk products (1), as last amended by Regulation (EC) No
1040/2000 (2), and in particular Article 10 thereof,

Whereas:

(1) Commission Regulation (EC) No 2771/1999 of 16
December 1999 laying down detailed rules for the
application of Council Regulation (EC) No 1255/1999 as
regards intervention on the market in butter and
cream (3), lays down provisions on the delivery, placing
in storage, storage and removal from storage of butter.
For the sake of clarity for operators, the existing provi-
sions should be redrafted and in particular the require-
ments relating to storage costs and controls on butter
under private storage contracts should be specified.

(2) The measures provided for in this Regulation are in
accordance with the opinion of the Management
Committee for Milk and Milk Products,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

Regulation (EC) No 2771/1999 is amended as follows:

1. The second and third subparagraphs of Article 17(2) are
replaced by the following:

‘The storage costs to be paid shall be determined on the
basis of the standard amounts for entry, removal and
storage costs laid down pursuant to Article 6 of Council
Regulation (EEC) No 1883/78 (*).

(*) OJ L 216, 5.8.1978, p. 1.’

2. Article 33(3) is replaced by the following:

‘3. At the end of the contractual storage period, the
competent agency shall, by sampling, verify weight and
identification. However, where the butter is still in storage
after expiry of the maximum contractual storage period,
that check may be made when the butter is removed
from storage.

For the purposes of the check referred to in the first
subparagraph, the contractor shall inform the competent
agency, indicating the storage lots involved, at least five
working days before:

(i) the end of the maximum contractual storage period
of 210 days, or

(ii) before the start of the removal operations where
products are removed during or after the 210-day
period.

The Member State may accept a shorter time limit than
five working days.’

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on the seventh day
following its publication in the Official Journal of the European
Communities.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member
States.

Done at Brussels, 17 July 2000.

For the Commission

Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission

(1) OJ L 160, 26.6.1999, p. 48.
(2) OJ L 118, 19.5.2000, p. 1.
(3) OJ L 333, 24.12.1999, p. 11.
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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 1561/2000
of 17 July 2000

on the issuing of system B export licences for fruit and vegetables

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Commission Regulation (EC) No 2190/96 of
14 November 1996 on detailed rules for implementing Council
Regulation (EEC) No 2200/96 as regards export refunds on
fruit and vegetables (1), as last amended by Regulation (EC) No
298/2000 (2), and in particular Article 5(6) thereof,

Whereas:

(1) Commission Regulation (EC) No 888/2000 (3) fixed the
indicative quantities laid down for the issue of export
licences other than those requested in the context of
food aid.

(2) In the light of information now available to the
Commission, the indicative quantities have been
exceeded in the case of oranges, apples, peaches and
nectarines.

(3) Those overruns are without prejudice to compliance
with the limits resulting from the agreements concluded
in accordance with Article 300 of the Treaty. The rate of

refund for all products covered by licences applied for
under system B from 17 May to 30 June 2000 should
be the indicative rate,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

The percentages for the issuing of system B export licences, as
referred to in Article 5 of Regulation (EC) No 2190/96, and
applied for between 17 May and 30 June 2000, by which the
quantities applied for and the rates of refund applicable must
be multiplied, shall be as fixed in the Annex hereto.

The above subparagraph shall not apply to licences applied for
in connection with food-aid operations as provided for in
Article 10(4) of the Agreement on Agriculture concluded
during the Uruguay Round of multilateral trade negotiations.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on 18 July 2000.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

Done at Brussels, 17 July 2000.

For the Commission

Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission

(1) OJ L 292, 15.11.1996, p. 12.
(2) OJ L 34, 9.2.2000, p. 16.
(3) OJ L 104, 29.4.2000, p. 50.
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ANNEX

Percentages for the issuing of licences and rates of refund applicable to system B licences applied for between 17
May and 30 June 2000

Product
Percentage for the

issuing of
licences

Rate of refund
(EUR/tonne net)

Tomatoes 100 % 20,0

Shelled almonds 100 % 50,0

Shelled hazelnuts 100 % 114,0

Oranges 100 % 50,0

Lemons 100 % 50,0

Apples 100 % 40,0

Peaches and nectarines 100 % 27,0
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II

(Acts whose publication is not obligatory)

COMMISSION

COMMISSION DECISION
of 18 May 2000

amending Decision 97/404/EC of 10 June 1997 setting up a Scientific Steering Committee and
Decision 97/579/EC of 23 July 1997 setting up scientific committees in the area of consumer health

and food safety

(notified under document number C(2000) 1343)

(Text with EEA relevance)

(2000/443/EC)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Decision 97/404/EC of 10 June 1997 setting
up a Scientific Steering Committee (1), and in particular Articles
3, 4 and 8 thereof,

Having regard to Decision 97/579/EC of 23 July 1997, setting
up scientific committees in the area of consumer health and
food safety (2), and in particular Article 5 thereof,

Whereas:

(1) In July 2000 the terms of office of the eight members of
the Scientific Steering Committee who do not chair
other scientific committees will come to an end. In
November 2000 the terms of office of the members of
the eight sectoral scientific committees will come to an
end. Consequently, new members of these committees
will have to be appointed, at the latest, in July 2000 for
the Scientific Steering Committee and in November
2000 for the sectoral scientific committees. Before new
members are appointed, it is necessary to adapt the
decisions setting up the committees in the light of prac-
tical experience, as regards the length of the term of
office of their members, the rules on confidentiality and
the annual declaration of interests.

(2) Membership of the scientific committees may be
partially renewed during their term of office (replace-
ment of resigning members, increase in the number of
members). In order to ensure that the scientific commit-
tees in question function correctly and to ensure cohe-

sion of their work, it is appropriate to limit the term of
office of new committee members to the remaining term
of office of the other committee members. Bearing in
mind the often limited duration of these partial terms of
office, it is emphasised that the rule limiting members to
no more than two consecutive terms of office refers only
to complete terms of office.

(3) Article 4 of Decision 97/404/EC of 10 June 1997 setting
up a Scientific Steering Committee provides for an
annual declaration of interests to ensure the indepen-
dendce of the Scientific Steering Committee. This rule
should be extended to the ad hoc Scientific Steering
Committee group set up by the aforementioned
Decision of 10 June to take account of the permanent
status of this group. Even if the members of the ad hoc
group already make an annual declaration in accordance
with the rules of procedure, it is appropriate to include
this obligation in the Decision.

(4) The obligations of confidentiality under Article 8 of
Decision 97/404/EC of 10 June 1997 setting up a
Scientific Steering Committee are only applicable to
members of the committee, whereas Article 11 of the
other abovementioned Decision of 23 July 1997 setting
up scientific committees applies the same obligations of
confidentiality to both the members of the Committees
and external experts. Even if the rules of procedure
provided for by the two decisions cover both members
and external experts as regards obligations of confiden-
tiality, it now appears necessary to bring the wording of
the aforementioned Article 8 into line with that of the
aforementioned Article 11,

(1) OJ L 169, 27.6.1997, p. 86.
(2) OJ L 237, 28.8.1997, p. 18.
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HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:

Article 1

Decision 97/404/EC is amended as follows:

1. Article 3(5) is replaced by the following text:
‘5. The term of office of members of the SSC not being
chairpersons of scientific committees shall be three years.
This term may be shortened in a member's instrument of
appointment, in order to ensure that the terms of office of
all the members come to an end at the same time. Members
may not serve more than two consecutive terms of office.
After the period of three years they shall remain in office
until they are replaced or their appointments are renewed.’

2. Article 4(2) is replaced by the following text:
‘2. Members of the SSC and of its ad hoc group shall
inform the Commission annually of any interests which
might be perceived as prejudicial to their independence.’

3. Article 8 shall be replaced by the following text:
‘Article 8
Without prejudice to Article 287 of the Treaty, members
and external experts shall be obliged not to divulge informa-
tion which they acquire as a result of the work of the SSC

or one of its working groups when they are informed that
this information is subject to a request for confidentiality.’

Article 2

Article 5(1) decision 97/578/EC is replaced by the following
text:

‘1. The term of office of members of the scientific
committees shall be three years. This term may be short-
ened in a members' instrument of appointment, in order to
ensure that the terms of office of all of the members of a
scientific committee come to an end at the same time.
Members may not serve more than two consecutive terms
of office. After the period of three years they shall remain
in office until they are replaced or their appointments are
renewed.’

Done at Brussels, 18 May 2000.

For the Commission

David BYRNE

Member of the Commission



EN Official Journal of the European Communities18.7.2000 L 179/15

COMMISSION DECISION
of 5 July 2000

amending Decision 2000/284/EC establishing the list of approved semen collection centres for
imports of equine semen from third countries

(notified under document number C(2000) 1803)

(Text with EEA relevance)

(2000/444/EC)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Directive 92/65/EEC of 13 July 1992,
laying down animal health requirements governing trade in and
imports into the Community of animals, semen, ova and
embryos not subjected to animal health requirements laid
down in specific Community rules referred to in Annex A(I) to
Directive 90/425/EEC (1), as last amended by Commission
Decision 95/176/EC (2), and in particular Articles 17(3)(b)
thereof,

Whereas:

(1) Commission Decision 2000/284/EC (3) established the
list of approved semen collection centres for imports of
equine semen from third countries.

(2) The competent authorities of Argentina, Canada and the
United States of America officially informed the
Commission of the approval in accordance with the
provisions of Directive 92/65/EEC of respectively one,
six and 10 additional equine semen collection centres. In
addition the Canadian authorities corrected certain
details of the three collection centres included in the
Annex to Decision 2000/284/EC.

(3) It is appropriate to amend the list in the light of new
information received from the third countries concerned,
and to highlight the amendments in the Annex for
clarity.

(4) Whereas the measures provided for in this Decision are
in accordance with the opinion of the Standing Veter-
inary Committee,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:

Article 1

The Annex to Decision 2000/284/EC is replaced by the Annex
to this Decision.

Article 2

This Decision is addressed to the Member States.

Done at Brussels, 5 July 2000.

For the Commission

David BYRNE

Member of the Commission

(1) OJ L 268, 14.9.1992, p. 54.
(2) OJ L 117, 24.5.1995, p. 23.
(3) OJ L 94, 14.4.2000, p. 35.
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