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I

(Acts whose publication is obligatory)

COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 1150/2004

of 23 June 2004

establishing the standard import values for determining the entry price of certain fruit and
vegetables

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Commission Regulation (EC) No 3223/94 of
21 December 1994 on detailed rules for the application of the
import arrangements for fruit and vegetables (1), and in
particular Article 4(1) thereof,

Whereas:

(1) Regulation (EC) No 3223/94 lays down, pursuant to the
outcome of the Uruguay Round multilateral trade nego-
tiations, the criteria whereby the Commission fixes the
standard values for imports from third countries, in
respect of the products and periods stipulated in the
Annex thereto.

(2) In compliance with the above criteria, the standard
import values must be fixed at the levels set out in the
Annex to this Regulation,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

The standard import values referred to in Article 4 of Regu-
lation (EC) No 3223/94 shall be fixed as indicated in the Annex
hereto.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on 24 June 2004.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

Done at Brussels, 23 June 2004.

For the Commission
J. M. SILVA RODRÍGUEZ

Agriculture Director-General

EN24.6.2004 Official Journal of the European Union L 223/1

(1) OJ L 337, 24.12.1994, p. 66. Regulation as last amended by Regu-
lation (EC) No 1947/2002 (OJ L 299, 1.11.2002, p. 17).



ANNEX

to the Commission Regulation of 23 June 2004 establishing the standard import values for determining the
entry price of certain fruit and vegetables

(EUR/100 kg)

CN code Third country code (1) Standard import value

0702 00 00 052 62,9
999 62,9

0707 00 05 052 104,1
999 104,1

0709 90 70 052 88,0
999 88,0

0805 50 10 388 66,3
508 51,4
528 55,9
999 57,9

0808 10 20, 0808 10 50, 0808 10 90 388 77,7
400 112,6
404 82,4
508 61,5
512 73,8
524 65,1
528 71,7
720 63,2
804 97,3
999 78,4

0809 10 00 052 291,0
624 203,0
999 247,0

0809 20 95 052 371,7
068 148,4
400 369,0
616 190,1
999 269,8

0809 30 10, 0809 30 90 052 155,1
624 151,6
999 153,4

0809 40 05 052 102,5
624 207,9
999 155,2

(1) Country nomenclature as fixed by Commission Regulation (EC) No 2081/2003 (OJ L 313, 28.11.2003, p. 11). Code ‘999’ stands for
‘of other origin’.
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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 1151/2004

of 23 June 2004

on the issue of import licences for garlic imported under the autonomous tariff quota opened by
Regulation (EC) No 1077/2004

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Commission Regulation (EC) No 1077/2004
of 7 June 2004 opening and providing for the administration of
an autonomous tariff quota for garlic (1), and in particular
Article 6(3) thereof,

Whereas:

Licence applications submitted by traditional and new importers
to the competent authorities of the Member States pursuant to
Article 4(1) of Regulation (EC) No 1077/2004, exceed the
available quantities. The extent to which licences may be
issued should therefore be determined,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

1. Applications for import licences made by traditional
importers pursuant to Article 4(1) of Regulation (EC) No
1077/2004 and submitted to the Commission by the Member
States on 17 and 18 June 2004 shall be issued for 3,143% of
the quantity applied for.

2. Applications for import licences made by new importers
pursuant to Article 4(1) of Regulation (EC) No 1077/2004 and
submitted to the Commission by the Member States on 17 and
18 June 2004 shall be issued for 1,061% of the quantity
applied for.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on 24 June 2004.

It shall apply until 31 December 2004.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

Done at Brussels, 23 June 2004.

For the Commission
J. M. SILVA RODRÍGUEZ

Director-General for Agriculture

EN24.6.2004 Official Journal of the European Union L 223/3
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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 1152/2004

of 23 June 2004

setting the export refunds for nuts (shelled almonds, hazelnuts in shell, shelled hazelnuts and
walnuts in shell) using system A1

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EC) No 2200/96 of 28
October 1996 on the common organisation of the market in
fruit and vegetables (1), and in particular the third subparagraph
of Article 35(3) thereof,

Whereas:

(1) Commission Regulation (EC) No 1961/2001 (2) sets
detailed rules covering export refunds on fruit and vege-
tables.

(2) Under Article 35(1) of Regulation (EC) No 2200/96
refunds can be granted on products exported by the
Community, to the extent necessary to enable economi-
cally significant quantities to be exported and within the
limits ensuing from agreements concluded in line with
Article 300 of the Treaty.

(3) In line with Article 35(2) of Regulation (EC) No 2200/96
care should be taken to ensure that trade flows already
engendered by the granting of refunds are not disturbed.
For that reason and given the seasonal nature of fruit and
vegetable exports quantities should be set product by
product using the agricultural product nomenclature for
export refunds established by Commission Regulation
(EEC) No 3846/87 (3). In setting quantities account
must be taken of perishability.

(4) Article 35(4) of Regulation (EC) No 2200/96 stipulates
that when refunds are set account is to be taken of the
existing situation and outlook for prices and availability
of fruit and vegetables on the Community market and
for international trade prices, of marketing and transport
costs and of the economic aspects of the exportation
envisaged.

(5) Article 35(5) of Regulation (EC) No 2200/96 requires
Community market prices to be determined using the

prices that are most favourable from the point of view
of exportation.

(6) The international trade situation or specific requirements
of certain markets may necessitate differentiation of the
refund on a given product by destination.

(7) Economically significant exports can at present be made
of shelled almonds, hazelnuts and walnuts in shell.

(8) Since nuts have a relatively long storage life export
refunds can be set at longer intervals.

(9) In order to permit the best possible use of available
resources the export refunds should, given the structure
of exportation from the Community, be set using system
A1.

(10) The measures provided for in this Regulation are in
accordance with the opinion of the Management
Committee for fresh Fruit and Vegetables,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

1. Export refund rates for nuts, the period for lodging licence
applications and the quantities permitted are stipulated in the
Annex hereto.

2. Licences for food aid purposes issued as indicated in
Article 16 of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1291/2000 (4)
shall not be counted against the quantities indicated in the
Annex hereto.

3. Without prejudice to Article 5(6) of Regulation (EC) No
1961/2001, the type A1 licences shall be valid for three
months.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on 24 June 2004.
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(1) OJ L 297, 21.11.1996, p. 1. Regulation as last amended by
Commission Regulation (EC) No 47/2003 (OJ L 7, 11.1.2003,
p. 64).

(2) OJ L 268, 9.10.2001, p. 8. Regulation as last amended by Regu-
lation (EC) No 498/2004 (OJ L 80, 18.3.2004, p. 20).

(3) OJ L 366, 24.12.1987, p. 1. Regulation as last amended by Regu-
lation (EC) No 2180/2003 (OJ L 335, 22.12.2003, p. 1).

(4) OJ L 152, 24.6.2000, p. 1. Regulation as last amended by Regu-
lation (EC) No 636/2004 (OJ L 100, 6.4.2004, p. 25).



This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

Done at Brussels, 23 June 2004.

For the Commission
Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission

ANNEX

to the Commission Regulation of 23 June 2004 setting the export refunds for nuts (system A1)

Period for lodging licence applications: from 24 June 2004 to 7 January 2005.

Produce code (1) Destination (2) Rate of refund
(EUR/t net)

Permitted quantities
(t)

0802 12 90 9000 A00 45 1 426

0802 21 00 9000 A00 53 569

0802 22 00 9000 A00 103 3 929

0802 31 00 9000 A00 66 588

(1) The product codes are defined in Commission Regulation (EEC) No 3846/87 (OJ L 366, 24.12.1987, p. 1).
(2) The series A destination codes are defined in Annex II to Regulation (EEC) No 3846/87. The numerical destination codes are defined

in Commission Regulation (EC) No 2081/2003 (OJ L 313, 28.11.2003, p. 11).
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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 1153/2004

of 23 June 2004

fixing the A1 and B export refunds for fruit and vegetables (tomatoes, oranges, table grapes, apples
and peaches)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EC) No 2200/96 of 28
October 1996 on the common organisation of the market in
fruit and vegetables (1), and in particular the third subparagraph
of Article 35(3),

Whereas:

(1) Commission Regulation (EC) No 1961/2001 (2) lays
down the detailed rules of application for export
refunds on fruit and vegetables.

(2) Article 35(1) of Regulation (EC) No 2200/96 provides
that, to the extent necessary for economically significant
exports, the products exported by the Community may
be covered by export refunds, within the limits resulting
from agreements concluded in accordance with Article
300 of the Treaty.

(3) Under Article 35(2) of Regulation (EC) No 2200/96, care
must be taken to ensure that the trade flows previously
brought about by the refund scheme are not disrupted.
For this reason and because exports of fruit and vege-
tables are seasonal in nature, the quantities scheduled for
each product should be fixed, based on the agricultural
product nomenclature for export refunds established by
Commission Regulation (EEC) No 3846/87 (3). These
quantities must be allocated taking account of the perish-
ability of the products concerned.

(4) Article 35(4) of Regulation (EC) No 2200/96 provides
that refunds must be fixed in the light of the existing
situation or outlook for fruit and vegetable prices on the

Community market and supplies available on the one
hand, and prices on the international market on the
other hand. Account must also be taken of the
transport and marketing costs and of the economic
aspect of the exports planned.

(5) In accordance with Article 35(5) of Regulation (EC) No
2200/96, prices on the Community market are to be
established in the light of the most favourable prices
from the export standpoint.

(6) The international trade situation or the special
requirements of certain markets may call for the refund
on a given product to vary according to its destination.

(7) Tomatoes, oranges, table grapes, apples and peaches of
classes Extra, I and II of the common quality standards
can currently be exported in economically significant
quantities.

(8) In order to ensure the best use of available resources and
in view of the structure of Community exports, it is
appropriate to fix the A1 and B export refunds.

(9) The measures provided for in this Regulation are in
accordance with the opinion of the Management
Committee for fresh Fruit and Vegetables,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

1. For system A1, the refund rates, the refund application
period and the scheduled quantities for the products concerned
are fixed in the Annex hereto.

For system B, the indicative refund rates, the licence application
period and the scheduled quantities for the products concerned
are fixed in the Annex hereto.

2. The licences issued in respect of food aid as referred to in
Article 16 of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1291/2000 (4)
shall not count against the eligible quantities in the Annex
hereto.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on 24 June 2004.

ENL 223/6 Official Journal of the European Union 24.6.2004

(1) OJ L 297, 21.11.1996, p. 1. Regulation as last amended by
Commission Regulation (EC) No 47/2003 (OJ L 7, 11.1.2003,
p. 64).

(2) OJ L 268, 9.10.2001, p. 8. Regulation as last amended by Regu-
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(3) OJ L 366, 24.12.1987, p. 1. Regulation as last amended by Regu-
lation (EC) No 2180/2003 (OJ L 335, 22.12.2003, p. 1).

(4) OJ L 152, 24.6.2000, p. 1. Regulation as last amended by Regu-
lation (EC) No 636/2004 (OJ L 100, 6.4.2004, p. 25)



This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

Done at Brussels, 23 June 2004.

For the Commission
Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission

EN24.6.2004 Official Journal of the European Union L 223/7



ANNEX

to the Commission Regulation of 23 June 2004 fixing the export refunds on fruit and vegetables (tomatoes,
oranges, table grapes, apples and peaches)

Product code (1) Destination (2)

System A1
Refund application period 24.6.2004 to 9.9.2004

System B
Licence application period 1.7.2004 to 16.9.2004

Refund amount
(EUR/t net weight)

Scheduled quantiy
(t)

Indicative refund
amount

(EUR/t net weight)

Scheduled quantity
(t)

0702 00 00 9100 F08 30 30 3 747

0805 10 10 9100
0805 10 30 9100
0805 10 50 9100

A00 25 25 1 229

0806 10 10 9100 A00 19 19 13 255

0808 10 20 9100
0808 10 50 9100
0808 10 90 9100

F04, F09 30 30 5 158

0808 30 10 9100
0809 30 90 9100

F03 13 13 19 415

(1) The product codes are set out in Commission Regulation (EEC) No 3846/87 (OJ L 366, 24.12.1987, p. 1).
(2) The ‘A’ series destination codes are set out in Annex II to Regulation (EEC) No 3846/87.

The numeric destination codes are set out in Commission Regulation (EC) No 2081/2003 (OJ L 313, 28.11.2003, p. 11).
The other destinations are defined as follows:
F03: All destinations except Switzerland.
F04: Sri Lanka, Hong Kong SAR, Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand, Taiwan, Papua-New Guinea, Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam, Uruguay, Paraguay, Argentina,

Mexico, Costa Rica and Japan.
F08: All destinations except Bulgaria.
F09: The following destinations:

— Norway, Iceland, Greenland, Faeroe Islands, Romania, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Slovenia, former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Serbia and
Montenegro, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Ukraine, Saudi Arabia,
Bahrain, Qatar, Oman, United Arab Emirates (Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Shardjah, Ajman, Umm al Qalwain, Ras al Khaimah, Fujairah), Kuwait, Yemen, Syria, Iran,
Jordan, Bolivia, Brazil, Venezuela, Peru, Panama, Ecuador and Colombia;

— African countries and territories except for South Africa;
— destinations referred to in Article 36 of Commission Regulation (EC) No 800/1999 (OJ L 102, 17.4.1999, p. 11).

ENL 223/8 Official Journal of the European Union 24.6.2004



COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 1154/2004

of 23 June 2004

setting export refunds in the processed fruit and vegetable sector other than those granted on
added sugar (provisionally preserved cherries, peeled tomatoes, sugar-preserved cherries, prepared

hazelnuts, certain orange juices)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EC) No 2201/96 of 28
October 1996 on the common organisation of the markets in
processed fruit and vegetable products (1), and in particular the
third subparagraph of Article 16(3) thereof,

Whereas:

(1) Commission Regulation (EC) No 1429/95 (2) set imple-
menting rules for export refunds on products processed
from fruit and vegetables other than those granted for
added sugar.

(2) Article 16(1) of Regulation (EC) No 2201/96 states that
to the extent necessary to permit exportation of econom-
ically significant quantities export refunds can be granted
on the products listed at Article 1(2)(a) of that Regulation
within the limits ensuing from agreements concluded in
line with Article 300 of the Treaty. Article 18(4) of that
Regulation provides that if the refund on the sugar incor-
porated in the products listed in Article 1(2)(b) is insuf-
ficient to allow exportation of these products the refund
set in line with Article 17 thereof shall apply to them.

(3) Article 16(2) of Regulation (EC) No 2201/96 requires
that it be ensured that trade flows that have already
arisen as a result of granting of export refunds are not
disturbed. For that reason the quantities should be set
product by product using the agricultural product
nomenclature for export refunds established by
Commission Regulation (EEC) No 3846/87 (3).

(4) Article 17(2) of Regulation (EC) No 2201/96 requires
that when refunds are set account is taken of the
existing situation and outlook for prices and availability
on the Community market of products processed from
fruit and vegetables and for international trade prices, of

marketing and transport costs and of the economic
aspects of the exportation envisaged.

(5) Article 17(3) of Regulation (EC) No 2201/96 requires
that when prices on the Community market are
determined account is taken of the prices that are most
favourable from the point of view of exportation.

(6) The international trade situation or specific requirements
of certain markets may make it necessary to differentiate
the refund on a given product by destination.

(7) Economically significant exports can at present be made
of provisionally preserved cherries, peeled tomatoes,
sugar-preserved cherries, prepared hazelnuts and certain
orange juices.

(8) Export refund rates and quantities should therefore be set
for these products.

(9) The measures provided for in this Regulation are in
accordance with the opinion of the Management
Committee for Processed Fruit and Vegetables,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

1. Export refund rates in the processed fruit and vegetable
sector, periods for lodging and for issuing licence applications
and the quantities permitted are stipulated in the Annex hereto.

2. Licences for food aid purposes issued as indicated in
Article 16 of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1291/2000 (4)
shall not be counted against the quantities indicated in the
Annex hereto.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on 24 June 2004.
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This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

Done at Brussels, 23 June 2004.

For the Commission
Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission

ANNEX

to the Commission Regulation of 23 June 2004 setting export refunds for the processed fruit and vegetable
sector other than those granted on added sugar (provisionally preserved cherries, peeled tomatoes, sugar-

preserved cherries, prepared hazelnuts, certain orange juices)

Period for lodging licence applications: 24 June 2004 to 22 October 2004.

Licence assignment period: July 2004 to October 2004.

Product code (1) Destination code (2) Refund rate
(EUR/t net)

Permitted quantities
(t)

0812 10 00 9100 F06 50 2 853

2002 10 10 9100 F10 45 42 477

2006 00 31 9000
2006 00 99 9100

F06 153 595

2008 19 19 9100
2008 19 99 9100

A00 59 344

2009 11 99 9110
2009 12 00 9111
2009 19 98 9112

A00 5 300

2009 11 99 9150
2009 19 98 9150

A00 29 301

(1) The descriptions corresponding to the product codes are contained in Commission Regulation (EEC) No 3846/87 (OJ L 366,
24.12.1987, p. 1).

(2) The meanings of the A series destination codes are given in Annex II to Regulation (EEC) No 3846/87, as amended.
The meanings of the numerical destination codes are given in Commission Regulation (EEC) No 2081/2003 (OJ L 313, 28.11.2003,
p. 11).
The other destinations are:
F06 All destinations except the countries of North America.
F10 All destinations except the United States of America and Bulgaria.
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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 1155/2004

of 23 June 2004

on granting of import licences for cane sugar for the purposes of certain tariff quotas and
preferential agreements

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EC) No 1260/2001 of 19
June 2001 on the common organisation of the markets in the
sugar sector (1),

Having regard to Council Regulation (EC) No 1095/96 of 18
June 1996 on the implementation of the concessions set out in
Schedule CXL drawn up in the wake of the conclusion of the
GATT XXIV.6 negotiations (2),

Having regard to Commission Regulation (EC) No 1159/2003
of 30 June 2003 laying down detailed rules of application for
the 2003/04, 2004/05 and 2005/06 marketing years for the
import of cane sugar under certain tariff quotas and preferential
agreements and amending Regulations (EC) No 1464/95 and
(EC) No 779/96 (3), and in particular Article 5(3) thereof,

Whereas:

(1) Article 9 of Regulation (EC) No 1159/2003 stipulates
how the delivery obligations at zero duty of products
of CN code 1701, expressed in white sugar equivalent,
are to be determined for imports originating in signatory
countries to the ACP Protocol and the Agreement with
India.

(2) Article 16 of Regulation (EC) No 1159/2003 stipulates
how the zero duty tariff quotas for products of CN code

1701 11 10, expressed in white sugar equivalent, are to
be determined for imports originating in signatory
countries to the ACP Protocol and the Agreement with
India.

(3) Article 22 of Regulation (EC) No 1159/2003 opens tariff
quotas at a duty of EUR 98 per tonne for products of CN
code 1701 11 10 for imports originating in Brazil, Cuba
and other third countries.

(4) In the week of 14 June to 18 June 2004 applications
were presented to the competent authorities in line with
Article 5(1) of Regulation (EC) No 1159/2003 for import
licences for a total quantity exceeding a country's delivery
obligation quantity of ACP-India preferential sugar
determined pursuant to Article 9 of that Regulation.

(5) In the week of 14 June to 18 June 2004 applications
were presented to the competent authorities in line with
Article 5(1) of Regulation (EC) No 1159/2003 for import
licences for a total quantity exceeding the contingent
stipulated in Article 16 of Regulation (EC) No
1159/2003 for special preferential sugar.

(6) In these circumstances the Commission must set
reduction coefficients to be used so that licences are
issued for quantities scaled down in proportion to the
total available and must indicate that the limit in
question has been reached,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

In the case of import licence applications presented from 14
June to 18 June 2004 in line with Article 5(1) of Regulation
(EC) No 1159/2003 licences shall be issued for the quantities
indicated in the Annex to this Regulation.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on 24 June 2004.

EN24.6.2004 Official Journal of the European Union L 223/11

(1) OJ L 178, 30.6.2001, p. 1. Regulation as last amended by
Commission Regulation (EC) No 39/2004 (OJ L 6, 10.1.2004, p. 2).
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This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

Done at Brussels, 23 June 2004.

For the Commission
J. M. SILVA RODRÍGUEZ

Agriculture Director-General

ENL 223/12 Official Journal of the European Union 24.6.2004



ANNEX

ACP — INDIA preferential sugar

Title II of Regulation (EC) No 1159/2003

2003/04 marketing year

Country
Week of 14 June to 18 June 2004:

percentage of requested quantity to be
granted

Limit

Barbados 100

Belize 0 reached

Congo 0 reached

Fiji 0 reached

Guyana 100 reached

India 0 reached

Côte d'Ivoire 0 reached

Jamaica 100

Kenya 100

Madagascar 100

Malawi 0 reached

Mauritius 0 reached

Saint Kitts and Nevis 18,9211 reached

Swaziland 0 reached

Tanzania 100

Trinidad and Tobago 100

Zambia 100

Zimbabwe 0 reached

2004/05 marketing year

Country
Week of 14 June to 18 June 2004:

percentage of requested quantity to be
granted

Limit

Barbados 100

Belize 100

Congo 100

Fiji 100

Guyana 100

India 0 reached

Côte d'Ivoire 100

Jamaica 100

Kenya 100

Madagascar 100

Malawi 100

Mauritius 100

Saint Kitts and Nevis 100

Swaziland 100

Tanzania 100

Trinidad and Tobago 100

Zambia 100

Zimbabwe 100
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Special preferential sugar

Title III of Regulation (EC) No 1159/2003

2003/04 marketing year

Quota opened for the Member States referred to in Article 39 of Regulation (EC) No 1260/2001, except Slovenia

Country
Week of 14 June to 18 June 2004:

percentage of requested quantity to be
granted

Limit

India 100

ACP 73,2645 reached

Special preferential sugar

Title III of Regulation (EC) No 1159/2003

2003/04 marketing year

Quota opened for Slovenia

Country
Week of 14 June to 18 June 2004:

percentage of requested quantity to be
granted

Limit

ACP 100

CXL concessions sugar

Title IV of Regulation (EC) No 1159/2003

2003/04 marketing year

Country
Week of 14 June to 18 June 2004:

percentage of requested quantity to be
granted

Limit

Brazil 0 reached

Cuba 100 reached

Other third countries 0 reached
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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 1156/2004

of 23 June 2004

on the issuing of system A3 export licences in the fruit and vegetables sector (tomatoes, oranges
and apples)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EC) No 2200/96 of 28
October 1996 on the common organisation of the market in
fruit and vegetables (1), and in particular the third subparagraph
of Article 35(3) thereof,

Whereas:

(1) Commission Regulation (EC) No 904/2004 (2) opens an
invitation to tender setting the indicative refund rates and
indicative quantities for system A3 export licences, which
may be issued, other than those tendered for as part of
food aid.

(2) In the light of the tenders submitted, the maximum
refund rates and the percentages of quantities to be
awarded for tenders quoting those maximum rates
should be set.

(3) In the case of tomatoes, oranges and apples, the
maximum rate necessary to award licences for the indi-
cative quantity up to the quantities tendered for is not
more than one-and-a-half times the indicative refund
rate,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

In the case of tomatoes, oranges and apples, the maximum
refund rates and the percentages for reducing the quantities
awarded under the invitation to tender opened by Regulation
(EC) No 904/2004 shall be fixed in the Annex.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on 24 June 2004.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

Done at Brussels, 23 June 2004.

For the Commission
J. M. SILVA RODRÍGUEZ

Agriculture Director-General
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ANNEX

Issuing of system A3 export licences in the fruit and vegetable sector (tomatoes, oranges and apples)

Product Maximum refund rate
(EUR/t net)

Percentage awarded of quantities tendered
for quoting the maximum refund rate

Tomatoes 0 —

Oranges 30 100%

Apples 30 100%
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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 1157/2004

of 23 June 2004

fixing the import duties in the rice sector

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EC) No 3072/95 of 22
December 1995 on the common organisation of the market in
rice (1),

Having regard to Commission Regulation (EC) No 1503/96 of
29 July 1996 laying down detailed rules for the application of
Council Regulation (EC) No 3072/95 as regards import duties
in the rice sector (2), and in particular Article 4(1) thereof,

Whereas:

(1) Article 11 of Regulation (EC) No 3072/95 provides that
the rates of duty in the Common Customs Tariff are to
be charged on import of the products referred to in
Article 1 of that Regulation. However, in the case of
the products referred to in paragraph 2 of that Article,
the import duty is to be equal to the intervention price
valid for such products on importation and increased by
a certain percentage according to whether it is husked or
milled rice, minus the cif import price provided that duty
does not exceed the rate of the Common Customs Tariff
duties.

(2) Pursuant to Article 12(3) of Regulation (EC) No 3072/95,
the cif import prices are calculated on the basis of the
representative prices for the product in question on the
world market or on the Community import market for
the product.

(3) Regulation (EC) No 1503/96 lays down detailed rules for
the application of Regulation (EC) No 3072/95 as regards
import duties in the rice sector.

(4) The import duties are applicable until new duties are
fixed and enter into force. They also remain in force in
cases where no quotation is available from the source
referred to in Article 5 of Regulation (EC) No 1503/96
during the two weeks preceding the next periodical
fixing.

(5) In order to allow the import duty system to function
normally, the market rates recorded during a reference
period should be used for calculating the duties.

(6) Application of Regulation (EC) No 1503/96 results in an
adjustment of the import duties as set out in the Annexes
to this Regulation,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

The import duties in the rice sector referred to in Article 11(1)
and (2) of Regulation (EC) No 3072/95 are fixed in Annex I to
this Regulation on the basis of the information given in Annex
II.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on 24 June 2004.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

Done at Brussels, 23 June 2004.

For the Commission
J. M. SILVA RODRÍGUEZ

Agriculture Director-General
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ANNEX I

Import duties on rice and broken rice

(EUR/t)

CN code

Duties (5)

Third countries (except
ACP and Bangladesh) (3) ACP (1) (2) (3) Bangladesh (4) Basmati

India and Pakistan (6) Egypt (8)

1006 10 21 (7) 69,51 101,16 158,25

1006 10 23 (7) 69,51 101,16 158,25

1006 10 25 (7) 69,51 101,16 158,25

1006 10 27 (7) 69,51 101,16 158,25

1006 10 92 (7) 69,51 101,16 158,25

1006 10 94 (7) 69,51 101,16 158,25

1006 10 96 (7) 69,51 101,16 158,25

1006 10 98 (7) 69,51 101,16 158,25

1006 20 11 264,00 88,06 127,66 198,00

1006 20 13 264,00 88,06 127,66 198,00

1006 20 15 264,00 88,06 127,66 198,00

1006 20 17 170,87 55,46 81,09 0,00 128,15

1006 20 92 264,00 88,06 127,66 198,00

1006 20 94 264,00 88,06 127,66 198,00

1006 20 96 264,00 88,06 127,66 198,00

1006 20 98 170,87 55,46 81,09 0,00 128,15

1006 30 21 416,00 133,21 193,09 312,00

1006 30 23 416,00 133,21 193,09 312,00

1006 30 25 416,00 133,21 193,09 312,00

1006 30 27 (7) 133,21 193,09 312,00

1006 30 42 416,00 133,21 193,09 312,00

1006 30 44 416,00 133,21 193,09 312,00

1006 30 46 416,00 133,21 193,09 312,00

1006 30 48 (7) 133,21 193,09 312,00

1006 30 61 416,00 133,21 193,09 312,00

1006 30 63 416,00 133,21 193,09 312,00

1006 30 65 416,00 133,21 193,09 312,00

1006 30 67 (7) 133,21 193,09 312,00

1006 30 92 416,00 133,21 193,09 312,00

1006 30 94 416,00 133,21 193,09 312,00

1006 30 96 416,00 133,21 193,09 312,00

1006 30 98 (7) 133,21 193,09 312,00

1006 40 00 (7) 41,18 (7) 96,00

(1) The duty on imports of rice originating in the ACP States is applicable, under the arrangements laid down in Council Regulation (EC) No 2286/2002 (OJ L 348,
21.12.2002, p. 5) and amended Commission Regulation (EC) No 638/2003 (OJ L 93, 10.4.2003, p. 3).

(2) In accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1706/98, the duties are not applied to products originating in the African, Caribbean and Pacific States and imported directly
into the overseas department of Réunion.

(3) The import levy on rice entering the overseas department of Réunion is specified in Article 11(3) of Regulation (EC) No 3072/95.
(4) The duty on imports of rice not including broken rice (CN code 1006 40 00), originating in Bangladesh is applicable under the arrangements laid down in Council

Regulation (EEC) No 3491/90 (OJ L 337, 4.12.1990, p. 1) and amended Commission Regulation (EEC) No 862/91 (OJ L 88, 9.4.1991, p. 7).
(5) No import duty applies to products originating in the OCT pursuant to Article 101(1) of amended Council Decision 91/482/EEC (OJ L 263, 19.9.1991, p. 1).
(6) For husked rice of the Basmati variety originating in India and Pakistan, a reduction of EUR/t 250 applies (Article 4a of amended Regulation (EC) No 1503/96).
(7) Duties fixed in the Common Customs Tariff.
(8) The duty on imports of rice originating in and coming from Egypt is applicable under the arrangements laid down in Council Regulation (EC) No 2184/96 (OJ L 292,

15.11.1996, p. 1) and Commission Regulation (EC) No 196/97 (OJ L 31, 1.2.1997, p. 53).
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ANNEX II

Calculation of import duties for rice

Paddy
Indica rice Japonica rice

Broken rice
Husked Milled Husked Milled

1. Import duty (EUR/tonne) (1) 170,87 416,00 264,00 416,00 (1)

2. Elements of calculation:

(a) Arag cif price (EUR/tonne) — 376,96 224,56 301,88 384,58 —

(b) fob price (EUR/tonne) — — — 277,07 359,77 —

(c) Sea freight (EUR/tonne) — — — 24,81 24,81 —

(d) Source — USDA and
operators

USDA and
operators

Operators Operators —

(1) Duties fixed in the Common Customs Tariff.
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II

(Acts whose publication is not obligatory)

COUNCIL

COUNCIL DECISION

of 14 June 2004

on the principles, priorities and conditions contained in the European Partnership with Albania

(2004/519/EC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EC) No 533/2004 of 22
March 2004 on the establishment of European Partnerships in
the framework of the stabilisation and association process (1)
particular to Article 2 thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission,

Whereas:

(1) The Thessaloniki European Council of 19 and 20 June
2003 endorsed the ‘Thessaloniki Agenda for the western
Balkans: moving towards European integration’ where the
drawing up of European partnerships is mentioned as
one of the means to intensify the stabilisation and asso-
ciation process.

(2) Regulation (EC) No 533/2004 sets out that the Council is
to decide, by a qualified majority and following a
proposal from the Commission, on the principles, prio-
rities and conditions to be contained in the European
partnerships, as well as any subsequent adjustments. It
also states that the follow up of the implementation of
the European partnerships will be ensured through the
mechanisms established under the stabilisation and asso-
ciation process, notably the Annual Reports.

(3) The 2004 Commission's Annual Report presents an
analysis of Albania's preparations for further integration

into the European Union and identifies a number of
priority areas for further work.

(4) In order to prepare for further integration into the
European Union, Albania should develop a plan with a
timetable and details in terms of measures Albania
intends to take to this end,

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:

Article 1

In accordance with Article 1 of Regulation (EC) No 533/2004,
the principles, priorities and conditions in the European Part-
nership with Albania are set out in the Annex hereto, which
forms an integral part of this Decision.

Article 2

The implementation of the European Partnership shall be
examined through the mechanisms established under the stabi-
lisation and association process.

Article 3

This Decision shall take effect on the third day following its
publication in the Official Journal of the European Union.

Done at Luxembourg, 14 June 2004.

For the Council
The President
B. COWEN
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ANNEX

1. INTRODUCTION

The Thessaloniki Agenda identifies ways and means of intensifying the stabilisation and association process (SAP),
inter alia, through the introduction of European partnerships.

Based on the Commission's Annual Report, the purpose of the European Partnership with Albania is to identify
priorities for action in order to support efforts to move closer to the European Union within a coherent framework.
The priorities are adapted to Albania's specific needs and stage of preparation and will be updated as necessary. The
European Partnership also provides guidance for financial assistance to Albania.

It is expected that Albania will adopt a plan including a timetable and details in terms of how they intend to
address the European partnership priorities. The plan should also indicate ways to pursue the Thessaloniki agenda,
the priorities on fighting organised crime and corruption identified at the 2002 London Conference and at the
Ministerial meeting held in Brussels on 28 November 2003 in the framework of the EU-western Balkans Forum and
the measures presented by each of the western Balkan countries at the meeting of 5 November 2003 in Belgrade as
a follow-up to the Ohrid Conference on integrated border management.

2. PRINCIPLES

The SAP remains the framework for the European course of the western Balkan countries, all the way to their future
accession.

The main priorities identified for Albania relate to its capacity to meet the criteria set by the Copenhagen European
Council of 1993 and the conditions set for the SAP, notably the conditions defined by the Council in its
Conclusions of 29 April 1997 and 21 and 22 June 1999, the content of the final declaration of the Zagreb
Summit of 24 November 2000 and the Thessaloniki Agenda.

3. PRIORITIES

The Commission's Annual Report assesses progress made and notes areas where the country needs to increase its
efforts. The priorities listed in this European partnerships have been selected on the basis that it is realistic to expect
that Albania can complete them or take them substantially forward over the next years. A distinction is made
between short-term priorities, which are expected to be accomplished within one to two years, and medium-term
priorities, which are expected to be accomplished within three to four years.

The European Partnership indicates the main priority areas for Albania's preparations for further integration into the
European Union, based on the analysis in the 2004 Annual Report. It should be recalled that where legislative
approximation is concerned, incorporation of the acquis into legislation is not in itself sufficient; it will also be
necessary to prepare to its full implementation.

3.1. SHORT-TERM

Political situation

Democracy and rule of Law

Focus on reforms and ensure proper functioning of democratic institutions — Ensure a political focus on the implemen-
tation of the reforms necessary for progress within the SAP. Improve the rules governing parliamentary committees
and investigative parliamentary commissions. Fully adhere to the Constitution and respect and implement the
decisions of the Constitutional Court. Encourage the development of civil society and its active participation in
the decision-making process.

Improve the functioning of the public administration — Ensure enforcement of the Civil Service Law and take steps
towards its improvement. Take measures to prevent undue political interference in the functioning of the public
administration. Produce clear guidelines as regards recruitment, transfer and dismissal for all civil servants, and
implement them. Ensure that the Civil Service Commission fulfils its duties in accordance with the law. Strengthen
the function of the Secretary General in the line Ministries, Council of Ministers and Assembly. Improve coordi-
nation between the line Ministries and the Ministry of European Integration. Strengthen the financial sustainability
of the Training Institute for Public Administration and its training capacities. Prepare tailor-made training
programmes for local administrations. Ensure that the planned review of existing Albanian territorial units as
well as the establishment of new territorial divisions is carried out properly, with the involvement of all stake-
holders.
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Prepare the next parliamentary and local elections properly and in time — Implement in time the OSCE/Office for
democratic institutions and human rights (ODIHR) recommendations issued following the 2003 local elections.

Strengthen the judicial system — Take measures to increase transparency and to improve management in the criminal
and civil justice process. Foster the status of judges, and their independence and protection within the Constitution.
Ensure that the right to initial and vocational training for judges and prosecutors is enshrined in the status of
judges. Ensure efficient functioning of the ‘Serious Crimes Court’. Guarantee that judges and prosecutors are selected
and appointed through competitive examinations, in conformity with the Constitution and the law. Further
guarantee that judges and prosecutors are promoted with adequate safeguards and through impartial procedures.
Improve the functioning of inspectorates of both the High Council of Justice and the General Prosecution Office,
and ensure that there is no impunity for judges and prosecutors; provide clear guidelines for the roles of separate
inspectorates in the Ministry of Justice and High Council of Justice. Adopt adequate legislation on witness
protection. Achieve a continuous increase in the execution rate of court sentences. Develop a sound medium/
long term strategic plan for the School of Magistrates with the objective of enhancing both its operation and
financial sustainability. Ensure a proper follow up (investigation and possible prosecution) to public allegations of
criminal behaviour against specified persons.

Improve the fight against corruption — Adopt the necessary legislation in order to harmonise the Albanian legal
framework with European conventions on corruption (in criminal and civil matters) ratified by Albania. Improve
the existing legislation on bribery and implement it. Ensure enforcement of the Law on Declaration of Assets.
Implement the 2003 and 2004 Anti-corruption Action Plan, and ensure that the next 2004 and 2005 Plan includes
realistic, precise and measurable anti-corruption measures. Strengthen the institutional capacity to investigate and
prosecute corruption; ensure that the Specialised Unit attached to the Tirana Prosecution Office (dealing with
financial crimes in general) also covers corruption cases. Reduce the list of officials covered by immunity, and
grant immunity in strict compliance with international rules and practices.

Human Rights and Protection of minorities

Improve the respect for human rights by law enforcement bodies — Ensure that police, judges, prosecutors and other law
enforcement bodies are fully aware of their obligations in terms of human rights, and that they implement them in
accordance with international conventions ratified by Albania, and in particular the European Convention on
Human Rights. Address cases of ill-treatment by law enforcement bodies through effective prosecution of perpe-
trators. Improve conditions of detainees and prisoners on remand in police stations and take steps towards meeting
international requirements in this area.

Guarantee freedom of expression and media — Take measures to prevent the harassment and/or undue political
interference with the press. Bring Albania's legislation on defamation into line with EU standards, and
implement it. Adopt adequate legislation for the print media and improve the legislation available to the electronic
media, taking into account EU standards. Take measures to ensure transparency regarding media ownership. Ensure
the independence of the media regulatory body, namely the National Council on Radio and Television. Finalise the
national plan for radio and television frequencies. Encourage investigative journalism, and take measures to support
the independence and professionalism of journalists.

Ensure respect of minority rights — Provide accurate data on the size of minorities in Albania. Improve the legal
framework on minorities so that it meets the requirements of the Council of Europe Framework Convention on
National Minorities, and ensure its implementation throughout the whole Albanian territory. Implement the
National Strategy for the Roma.

Regional and international cooperation

Strengthen regional cooperation — Comply with SAP requirements and Thessaloniki commitments in terms of
regional cooperation. Ensure implementation of all regional free trade agreements concluded in the framework
of the 2001 Memorandum of Understanding for Trade Facilitation under the Stability Pact.

Implement international obligations — Regularise Albania's position as regards compliance with its WTO
commitments. Once the situation is regularised, ensure implementation of the revised schedule without further
derogations. Guarantee respect of commitments undertaken by Albania in the framework of EU relations.
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Economic Situation

Free Market Economy and Structural Reforms

Ensure sustained macro-economic stability — Maintain a stable macroeconomic framework in the context of the
International Monetary Fund programme. Demonstrate compliance with International Financial Institutions (IFIs)
recommendations.

Improve the business environment — Implement the Action Plan for the removal of administrative barriers to
investment and for simplification of administrative procedures. Adopt improved commercial legislation. Establish
clear rules and procedures regarding conditions for establishment, registration and operation of national and foreign
companies, and ensure that they are compatible with the Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA)
requirements. Ensure proper, non-discretionary, non-discriminatory implementation of business-related legislation,
rules and procedures. Implement the European Charter for Small and Medium Enterprises, in particular the targets
set for 2004. Ensure that the SME Agency is fully operational. Reform pre-paid tax system to make it less
unfavourable for starting up companies. Continue preparation of national guarantee fund. Spread company regis-
tration possibilities throughout the country.

Develop a stable and functioning land/real estate market — Adopt new legislation on the restitution/compensation of
properties confiscated during the communist period. Ensure that this legislation provides a satisfactory answer to
the vast majority of claims and take, in close cooperation with all relevant political actors and owner's associations,
the necessary steps to ensure its implementation. In particular, provide all data necessary to determine the land
available for restitution or compensation, identify clearly the outstanding restitution claims, and develop a credible
financing plan ensuring coverage of possible compensation costs.

Promote employment and social cohesion — Develop, with the involvement of all relevant actors, a strategy to promote
employment and social cohesion, and start the strategy's implementation. Take measures to improve social
protection systems and social standards, and to combat social exclusion and discrimination. Respect core labour
standards and their effective enforcement.

Management of public finances

Improve public finance management — Improve budgeting procedures through realistic revenue estimates, better
prioritisation of expenditure and strengthened links between policy objectives and budget planning. Develop a
comprehensive socio-economic strategy, encompassing the current national strategy for social and economic
development and the medium term expenditure framework, to which all financial assistance could then be
linked; in this context, ensure that SAP priorities are duly taken into account.

Develop a comprehensive public internal financial control strategy paper, taking into account EU requirements.

Enforce the Law on Internal Audit. Ensure the adequate functioning of the State Audit Institution, including follow-
up of its findings and recommendations, as well as the prosecution of criminal cases.

EU standards

Internal market and trade

Movement of goods — Make further progress in adopting EU Standards. Adopt the draft decree on the organisation
and functioning of the Accreditation Directorate, and ensure that the split of the function of accreditation from
those of standardisation and certification takes place. Take measures to increase the awareness of economic
operators in relation to these concepts, as well as to their importance in international trade.

Improve phyto-sanitary and veterinary conditions in compliance with EU requirements, notably as regards those
products which have a strong export potential.
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Customs — Stabilise and improve all aspects of the administrative capacity of the Albanian customs administration.
In particular ensure the stability of the staffing and manage human resources in strict compliance with the relevant
legislation. Strengthen the customs departments involved in the implementation of trade agreements, in particular
the department responsible for the origin of goods. Strengthen administrative cooperation in the customs sector.
Ensure that rules and procedures regarding transit, valuation, customs warehouses, risk assessment and selectivity,
and auditing (internal and external) are implemented in accordance with EU standards and, where relevant, inter-
national conventions. Ensure that the customs administration performs its revenue collection obligation in
compliance with the law. Take concrete measures to improve the fight against smuggling and trafficking.
Implement the ASYCUDA system in Tirana's Customs House and Durres port. Ensure the non-discriminatory
application of customs legislation, rules and procedures throughout the whole country.

Taxation — Start reviewing the present tax legislation and administrative procedures, and ensure effective and non-
discriminatory enforcement of tax legislation. Intensify the fight against fiscal fraud. Proceed with the ongoing
reform of the tax administration, including the development/extension of an integrated computerised system. Settle
all outstanding claims regarding tax exoneration for EU-financed projects and establish an efficient system to ensure
actual tax exemption for EU-financed projects in accordance with the 1992 Framework Agreement.

Competition and State aid — Adopt the implementing rules necessary for the implementation of the new Compe-
tition Law and start implementing it. Prepare for the establishment of an independent competition authority,
including through the strengthening of administrative capacity. Promote competition policy by fostering liberal-
isation, improving public procurement practices, ensuring a pro-competitive approach to privatisation. Adopt the
necessary legal framework for State aids and promote transparency and basic enforcement of the State aid
principles.

Public procurement — Enforce current public procurement legislation and take steps in order to approximate this
legislation to EU standards. Avoid derogations to the principle of open tender, and ensure strict implementation of
tendering procedures. Strengthen the Public Procurement Agency as well as public procurement entities in line
ministries. Take measures to guarantee adequate treatment of complaints.

Intellectual property rights (IPR) — Adopt new legislation on industrial property. Accede to the International
Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants. Adopt the necessary legislation and strengthen admin-
istrative capacity in order to improve copyright protection. Take steps to further increase the awareness of
economic operators, law enforcement bodies and the judiciary in relation to intellectual, commercial and
property rights. Take measures to improve IPR enforcement.

Sectoral policies

Environment — Start addressing toxic hotspots in Durres and Vlora, and the issue of radioactive waste in Tirana and
Fier. Ensure enforcement of legislation on environmental impact assessment and eco-taxes. Improve coordination
between the Ministry of Environment and other administrations dealing with environmental issues. Accelerate
implementation of the National Strategy of Water Supply and Sanitation, and the Rural Strategy of Water
Supply and Sewerage.

Energy — Implement the 2003 to 2005 Action Plan and start implementing the Albanian Energy Strategy.
Implement the commitments undertaken in the framework of the 2003 Athens Memorandum of Understanding
on the Regional Energy Market in SEE.

Telecommunications — Ensure that the electronic communications sector is liberalised effectively including the
strengthening of regulatory bodies and the adoption of suitable laws and policies for the sector.
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Cooperation in justice and home affairs

Border management — As a follow-up to the Ohrid regional conference on border security and management in May
2003, implement the measures that have been adopted by the Government and presented at the meeting of JHA
ministers within the EU-western Balkans Forum in November 2003. Develop an Integrated Border Management
Strategy (IBM) in compliance with EU requirements. Strengthen law enforcement bodies responsible for border
management, and upgrade management standards. Establish an adequate risk-analysis system, in order to improve
border management at border-crossing points and ‘green’ and ‘blue’ borders. Increase cooperation with neigh-
bouring countries, as well as collaboration between national law enforcement bodies involved in border
management, at the border and in connection with subsequent control activities. Improve equipment and skills
of Albanian law enforcement bodies in order to ensure the identification of forged/false travel documents. Take the
necessary measures, in cooperation with relevant international actors, to ensure proper standards of security,
management and control at Tirana international airport.

Migration and asylum policies — Adopt and start implementing the National Strategy for Migration. Ensure that the
necessary procedures to sign and ratify the EC/Albania Readmission Agreement are completed as soon as possible
in 2004.

Formally adopt the National Action Plan on Asylum. Address the remaining gaps in Albania's asylum-related
legislation. Implement, especially in border areas, the ‘pre screening’ system to classify persons in irregular situations
within the Albanian territory. Respect the non-refoulement principle. Ensure that the processing of asylum claims is
carried out in accordance with the law, and that time limits are respected.

Police — Fully implement the law on police ranks. Develop and start implementing a transparent system of
discipline and promotion. Improve police investigative skills. Establish a consolidated manual of procedures for
all the criminal police officers. Establish clear rules in order to ensure adequate collaboration between various police
units and the prosecutor's office. Strengthen community policing. Ensure prosecution of police officers involved in
corruption and other criminal activities.

Organised crime, trafficking, drugs, money laundering and terrorism — Implement the action-oriented measures against
organised crime that have been adopted by the Government and presented at the EU-western Balkans JHA
Ministerial meeting of November 2003. Ensure that Albanian legislation clearly defines the concept of ‘organised
crime’, consistent with EU legislation and generally accepted international standards. Adopt and implement legis-
lation on stolen goods, taking into account international standards and covering also goods stolen abroad. Ensure
collaboration and information exchange between law enforcement bodies, state ministries and legislators involved in
fighting organised crime. Within the limits of the law and in full respect of international standards, extend the use
of special investigative means to all organised crime-related areas. Implement the Anti-trafficking Strategy adopted
in 2003. Take the necessary steps to prepare for the conclusion of an agreement with Europol. Take the necessary
measures to allow bilateral extradition agreements with EU Member States.

Enforce existing drugs-related legislation. Ensure sustained efforts in the fight against the cultivation and trafficking
of cannabis. Prepare a National Strategy on Drugs in compliance with the EU Drugs Strategy and Action Plan.

Strengthen the capacity of institutions responsible for fighting money laundering; ensure adequate collaboration
between these institutions, establish efficient working procedures and develop an appropriate case management
system. Enforce existing money laundering legislation.

Increase international cooperation and implement relevant international conventions on terrorism. Improve coop-
eration and exchange of information between police and intelligence services within the State and with other States.
Prevent the financing and preparation of acts of terrorism.
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3.2. MEDIUM TERM PRIORITIES

Political situation

Democracy and rule of Law

Further improve the functioning of the public administration — Ensure that the sectors of the administration responsible
for the implementation of SAA provisions, as well as those involved in the implementation of EU financial
assistance, are adequately trained and equipped to carry out their duties. Ensure that civil service legislation and
related procedures, including in terms of career development, are improved in line with the requirements of a
modern public administration, and that they are strictly implemented to support the development of a well-
prepared, professional, transparent and stable administration. Ensure that local administrations are in the
position to implement decentralised policies.

C a r r y o u t t h e n e x t P a r l i a m e n t a r y a n d l o c a l e l e c t i o n s i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h i n t e r n a -
t i o n a l s t a n d a r d s

Further strengthen the judicial system — Ensure prosecution of serious crimes, especially organised crime, with
particular attention to cross-border cooperation mechanisms; successful prosecution should be reflected in a
tangible and significant increase in the number of successful convictions of perpetrators of serious crimes,
receiving appropriate sentences. Substantially reduce the current backlog and ensure the timely execution of
court sentences. Ensure broad publication of court decisions. Ensure continued and adequate training of judges
and prosecutors, including in human rights, ethics and commercial matters and SAA-related issues. Enforce legis-
lation on witness protection. Further strengthen the independence of the Judiciary by effectively transferring the
inspection of the judicial activities of judges from the Ministry of Justice to the High Council of Justice

Further improve the fight against corruption and organised crime — Implement European Conventions on Corruption (in
criminal and civil matters) ratified by Albania, as well as the Group of States against Corruption (GRECO)
recommendations. Achieve significant results in the fight against corruption, at all levels and in all fields,
through enforcement of adequate legislation. Facilitate the placement of liaison officers, seconded by EU Member
States in the relevant state bodies involved in the fight against organised crime. Provide six-monthly reports to the
EU on tangible results achieved in the judicial pursuit of organised crime related activities under the terms of the
United Nations Convention on trans-national organised crime, known as the Palermo Convention.

Human rights and protection of minorities

Ensure the respect of human rights by law enforcement bodies — Ensure that detainees and prisoners on remand are
treated in accordance with international standards. Guarantee that human dignity and personal safety is respected in
detention centres, prisons and mental institutions, in accordance with international conventions. Establish an
adequate juvenile justice system. Ensure compliance with the Council of Europe Convention for the Prevention
of Torture and Inhuman and Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

Ensure freedom of expression and media — Enforce new legislation for printed and electronic media taking into
account EU standards. Ensure that TV frequency allocation is carried out in a fair and non-discriminatory
manner, in accordance with the National Plan, and that requirements are fully respected by broadcasters.
Complete the transition of the Albanian RTV from a state television company to a neutral public service broad-
caster. Encourage continued improvement of the quality of journalism.

Regional and international cooperation

Strengthen regional cooperation — Conclude and implement a set of agreements with neighbouring countries in the
fields of organised crime, border management and readmission. Implement the Memorandum of Understanding of
the South East Europe Core Regional Transport Network. Continue the implementation of the commitments
undertaken in the framework of the 2003 Athens Memorandum of Understanding on the Regional Energy
Market and make progress regarding the establishment of this market. Ensure adequate regional cooperation on
environmental issues.
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Implement international obligations — Fully Implement international agreements and conventions ratified by Albania,
in particular conventions in the fields of justice and home affairs, human and minority rights, and trade.

Economic situation

Free market economy and structural reforms

Complete the privatisation process — in particular by privatising INSIG (financial sector), Albtelecom (telecommuni-
cations sector), Servcom, Albpetrol, Armo and KESH (energy sector).

Further improve business environment — Enforce improved commercial legislation. Ensure that judges are well trained
on commercial and corporate legislation. Achieve significant results in terms of fighting fraud and corruption. Put in
place a strategy to combat informal economy in order to guarantee, amongst other things, fair competition between
companies.

Achieve a functioning land/real estate market — Enforce legislation on restitution/compensation of properties
confiscated during the communist period. Complete land mapping and the process of land registration. Ensure
that transfers of property are carried out in accordance with the law, and take measures aimed at the proper
functioning of all bodies involved in the process (notaries, property register, etc.). Ensure that provisions in relation
to land classification and the use of land are respected. Develop and adopt legislation for the taxation of land and
real estate.

Management of public finances

Further improve public finance management — Implement the Public Internal Financial Control Strategy. Further
strengthen external audit and ensure that both, financial control management and internal audit, function
properly. Establish effective procedures for the detection, treatment and follow-up of cases of (suspected) fraud
and other irregularities affecting national and international funds.

EU standards

Internal market and trade

Movement of goods — Ensure administrative capacity to implement SAA requirements. Make further progress in
adopting EU Standards. Establish a market surveillance system. Ensure improved functioning, taking into account
EU practices, of the bodies responsible for standardisation, accreditation and certification, as well as those
responsible for metrology and calibration.

Achieve substantial improvement in terms of food safety and phyto-sanitary and veterinary conditions, in
compliance with EU requirements.

Customs — Ensure administrative capacity to implement SAA requirements. Ensure substantial alignment of
customs legislation and procedures, and their implementation, to EU legislation and procedures. Guarantee
proper implementation of rules of origin. Continue to ensure stability of staffing within the customs administration
and to improve efficiency in its management. Increase results in the fight against fraud, smuggling and trafficking,
and reduce significantly those cases involving customs officials engaging in illegal activities. Complete the imple-
mentation of ASYCUDA throughout the country and continue computerisation efforts.

Taxation — Continue strengthening the tax administration. Ensure full and efficient implementation of the VAT
system. Improve communication with taxpayers, and simplify tax structure and procedures, including refund
procedures. Provide all taxpayers with a unique identification number for fiscal purposes. Continue to strengthen
tax collection and control and develop an audit strategy.
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Competition and State aid — In line with SAA requirements, establish an independent competition authority. Enforce
competition legislation, and prepare for the establishment of an operationally independent State aid structure.
Strengthen structures responsible for State aids and ensure progress towards both the completion of a compre-
hensive State aid inventory and the production of GDP data at NUTS II level.

Public procurement — Ensure substantial alignment of Albania's legal framework with EU acquis. Achieve fully
operational public procurement structures, ensuring strict operation of public procurement procedures in
compliance with the law and SAA requirements.

Intellectual property rights (IPR) — Properly implement international conventions ratified in the field of intellectual,
commercial and industrial property rights. Ensure a high degree of protection for IPR, and achieve results in the
fight against piracy and counterfeiting. Guarantee sufficient administrative capacity in order to comply with SAA
requirements in this area.

Sectoral policies

Environment — Continue efforts to address toxic hotspots. Reduce the levels of dust and air pollution in urban
areas. Reduce pollution produced by the Balsh refinery, including the discharge into the Gjanica River, and take
measures to tackle water pollution in general. Continue to implement regional and international commitments in
this area. Strengthen environmental monitoring and ensure sufficiently dissuasive sanctions against polluters. Ensure
implementation of the National Strategy of Water Supply and Sanitation, and the Rural Strategy of Water Supply
and Sewerage. Develop and start implementing a strategy for progressive alignment to the acquis in this area.

Public Health — Strengthen surveillance and notification systems for communicable diseases. Facilitate closer
cooperation with the public health networks.

Transport — Implement the transport master plan. Continue efforts to complete the East West and North-South
corridors. Make substantial progress on the rehabilitation of Tirana airport and the ports of Durres and Vlora,
including in ensuring improved security and border management. Complete the privatisation of Durres port.
Achieve improved results in terms of road safety, and take additional steps for further improvement. Implement
the Memorandum of Understanding of the South East Europe Core Regional Transport Network.

Energy — Continue to ensure the proper implementation of Action Plans in relation to the electricity sector, and
further progress with the implementation of the Albanian Energy Strategy. Ensure timely implementation of the
various projects aimed at the improvement of infrastructure for electricity production, transmission and distribution.
Continue to implement regional and international commitments in this area in view of establishing a competitive
regional energy market.

Telecommunications — Transpose and implement the new EU framework for electronic communications.

Cooperation in Justice and Home Affairs

Border management — Implement the IBM and all international commitments undertaken by Albania in the area of
border management. Implement risk analysis in relation to border management efficiently. Continue to strengthen
border management capacities; in particular, ensure that border management at Tirana international airport, and at
Durres and Vlora ports, complies with international standards. Ensure improved security features of new Albanian
travel documents. Achieve significant results in the de-mining process.

Migration and asylum policies — Implement Albania's National Strategy on Migration. Ensure that Albania is in the
position to meet SAA requirements regarding EU citizens working and/or residing in Albania. Ensure the enfor-
cement of all readmission agreements that Albania has concluded; attempt to conclude readmission agreements
with all countries of the region and with the countries of origin of migrants transiting through Albania. Progres-
sively conclude, ratify and implement all of the main international conventions in the field of migration.
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Implement the Albanian National Action Plan on Asylum. Enforce asylum-related legislation and establish a fully-
fledged asylum system, in compliance with international standards.

Police — Continue to strengthen all police forces, most notably through adequate training and equipment. Ensure
functioning of a proper case management system, so that there is a well documented process of tracking cases from
initial report to conclusion. Achieve significant results in the fight against criminality, and in reducing corruption
and other criminal behaviour within police ranks.

Organised crime, trafficking, drugs, money laundering and terrorism — Further increase international cooperation.
Achieve significant results in the rate, number and quality of prosecutions in relation to offences connected
with organised crime and trafficking, as well as in terms of the seizure of proceedings from crime.

Implement the National Strategy on Drugs. Ensure substantially improved results as regards the fight against drugs
trafficking, especially hard drugs such as heroine and cocaine.

Reinforce the fight against economic and financial crime (including money-laundering and counterfeiting of
currencies). Establish an inter-ministerial agency for the purpose of seizing proceedings from crime. Achieve
tangible results in the fight against money laundering, both within and outside the financial sector.

4. PROGRAMMING

Community assistance under the stabilisation and association process to the western Balkan countries will be
provided by the relevant financial instruments, and in particular by Council Regulation (EC) No 2666/2000 of
5 December 2000 on assistance for Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (1); accordingly, this Decision will have no financial implications. In
addition Albania will have access to funding from multi-country and horizontal programmes. The Commission is
working with the European Investment Bank and the IFIs, in particular the European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development and the World Bank, with a view to facilitate the co-financing of projects relating to the SAP.

5. CONDITIONALITY

Community assistance under the SAP to the western Balkan countries is conditional on further progress in
satisfying the Copenhagen political criteria. Failure to respect these general conditions could lead the Council to
take appropriate measures on the basis of Article 5 of Regulation (EC) No 2666/2000.

Community assistance shall also be subject to the conditions defined by the Council in its Conclusions of 29 April
1997, in particular as regards the recipient's undertaking to carry out democratic, economic and institutional
reforms, taking into account the priorities set out in this European Partnership.

6. MONITORING

The follow-up of the European Partnership is ensured through the mechanisms established under the SAP, notably
the Annual Report on the SAP.
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